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PREFACE. 



It ia not the object of this' book to exalt a rite above its proper 
place as a means of celigions benefit, into a test of Christian character, 
or a reason for schism. Its object is to shew that the practice of 
Infant Baptism is ^tted to promote parental fai^nlness and the 
early sanotification of children. The motive in preparing it, is, to 
assist those who practise the rite to do it with a full sense of its 
meanmg and importance, and to see the beauty and use of the 
ordinance. The title of the book jnight be, in part. The Iittsr- 
iTAi^ EviDKKcxs OF IiTFANT Baptism as a reasonable and 
scripfnral practice. The mode of Baptism is fally considered, for 
the purpose of showing the validity of sprinkling in Baptism. 

It is not the object of this book to promote a sectarian observance 
of rites imd forms. The wall of separation already made by theni^ 
betwieen different denominations of Christians, is, in one sense^ *so 
Ugh that it is di'^adfol.' The formi Aat characterize the various 
sects of tme Christians* and even, the differences in their doctrinal 
belief, may remain to the end of time ; but when the full power of 
Christianity is known, the manifestation of it will app^ h the 
triomph of Christian love amongst the followers of Christ : imd 
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Sprinkling, and Immenion, and Infant Baptism, the Right of Ordina- 
tion, and the Utnigy, or Election and Perseyerance, will be no 
greater hindrance to Chriadani , in their aflbctien for each other and 
in their nnion to conyert the world, than the different costnmes 
adopted and worn by the different companies in a Fire Department 
•honld prevent their co-operation to put out a fire. All these things 
will be subordinated to the love of Christ, and of one another, because 
Christians will have learnt the spiritual nature of Christianity ; and 
looking upon theb own denomination and upon others, the words of 
Christ will be felt in their sublime and beautiful truth : " Woman ! 
believe me, the hour eometh when ye shall neither in this moun- 
tain, nor m Jerusalem, worship the Father, But the hour eometh 
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth ; for the Father seeketh such to worship him." 

Then the world will feel that greatest proof of the dirine origin of 
Christianity, The union of Christians in spite of the diversity in 
their forms and creeds. In view of past alienation and strife, that 
union will appear the greatest instance of the presence and power of 
God on earth since the days of miracles ; and therefore, Christ, in 
prophetic prayer, looked to this consummation as the triumph of his 
cause : — " That they all may be one ; that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent me" 

But the surrender of rites, forms, and peculiarities of religious 
belief, and the composition of one Church out of the various denom- 
nations, would not be so great an illustration of the power of Chris- 
tianity, as that the various denominations now existing should remain, 
but make their peculiarities secondary to Chirstian union and effort 
The former might be effected by human policy, ambition, or the 
influence of some powerful but sinful motive stronger than the love of 
sect. The latter can be done only by the Holy Ghost sent down 
from Heaven. 
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The preference of different orders and forms of worship grow out 
of a diversity in the human mind ; and though the enlightening influ- 
ence of Christianity will prevent schism and separation hereafter, it 
is to be expected that different inmds will continue to prefer different 
itoodcs and customs in religion. But these things will he sunk into 
mere matters of taste and form, and all that hold the essential doc- 
trines of the Gospel, will show the earnest of Heaven in their feelings 
and conduct towaxds one another. The true church will then appear 
to consist of such as the Father seeks to worship Him, confined to no 
one Christian sect, but representing, by its diflHision amongst many, 
and at the same time its spiritual union, the society of Heaven made 
up from every kindred and tongue and people. 

Who does not believe that such a day. will come ? What Chris- 
tian heart does not leap at the sound of its coming ? As the heart 
panteth for the water brooks, what follower of Christ, in this world of 
alienation and strife, does not pant for such a day ? Is it probable 
that God will suffer the dissensions of Christendom to be transferred 
into the rising communities of Christians in heathen lands, and our 
disputes and the scenes of our disagreement to be acted over again ? 
Forbid it. Spirit of all Grace ! Let centuries of time and generations 
of men no more be lost, because the Christian church cannot agree 
that immersion is or is not the only scriptural mode of Baptism, or 
whether the right of ordination has descended in one line only from 
Christ, or whether saints are elected, and will persevere ! Sad 
profanation of the Christian name and spirit ! To Christ and angels^ 
we know not which is the more revolting sight, the rites and prac- 
tices of heathenism, or the practices of a divided, wrangling 
Christendom. 

We must agree to differ. It is impossible for any sect, by ditect 
effort, to bring others into conformity with it. The greater the 
eflK>rt, the greater will be the repulsion. But if all denominations 
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should make it appear that Ihey regard their pecnliaritiea of forms 
and order as mere accideiits and not essentials, and forbear to vrge 
Ihem to the prevention of union with tme Chriidans of everj 
name, and riiow the spirit of Christian love and fellowship rising 
saperiour to what is not of vital consequence in religion* it is not im* 
possible that a strong tendency towards onion of spirit which wonld 
then begin to prevail, would seek for nnioa in outward fbrrn, and 
several of the great sects in Christendom might unite in one efanrch. 
If it be asked, Which of the present denominations would be most 
likely to receive and indude the others ? the answer might be. That 
which should be the first to manifest the spirit which has now been 
described. 

It does not seem probable that such a union of sects vrill ever 
take place ; but if it does, no arguing about rites and forms, no legis- 
lation, in short, no direct attempts to produce conformity will efiect 
it. This experiment has failed. The result will be accomplished, 
we believe, by each sect throwing down its wall, — not to enlarge 
its borders, but — because it cannot longer bear to be separate from 
the children of God. The union in feeFmg and spirit that would 
lead to this, would regard all difl^rences in forms as unessentia], 
and either permit them to remain, as we believe they would, or, by 
a stronger attraction in one denomination than in the others, unite all 
under one name. 

It is by no means certain, that we do not need peculiarities, 
of form, or service, or denomination, to make us laboor with more 
interest within a certain sphere, and to prevent that loss of strength 
which a diffusion of interest and labour, however pleasant in kself 
it might be, would occasion. We know that such restricted mterest 
and zeal is essential to success in secular arts and labours. And 
moreover, it does appear diat some men are, by nature, Di$$€nter$ 
from all religious forms but those diat are perfectly plain ; and some 
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are bom EpiQeopalians, and some will be Baptists, and others 
Methodists ; and either of these, oat of their own forms and practioes, 
can no more be free and happy, than birds of different instincts can 
be so when those instincts are not gratified. Some think that the 
diaUke which a Congregationalist may have to Episcopacy, is see- 
inrianism, in a bad sense of that word. Wrong feelings may 
indeed attend such dislike ; bat we belieTo that the first cause of it 
is. In general, a natural, innocent diversity of taste. We have no 
doubt that some are better Christians for being Methodists, and some 
for bemg Congregationalists, and others as Episcopalians, others as 
Baptists. 

Now, why may we not all be wOling that others should enjoy 
their own religious attaclmients, and we esteem and love them in 
proportion as we see in them the spirit of Christ ? 

Have we not tried the experiment long enough of seekmg to bring 
others into conformity with ourselves ? What wars and fightings 
have been the consequence ! When we look at the theological 
department of a large library, and see what volumes of controversy 
have been writtmi by each denomination against others, and in self- 
defence, we are reminded of a hall in a baronial castle, where 
spears, habeigeons, helmets, lanoes, and the battle-axe frown along 
the walls. Hieir banner is feudal, and so are many of their sa- 
cred songs, and the warlike motto of the Pilgrim Commonwealth, 
Ense petk placidam, sub libertate, quietem, seems to be held out, 
sword in hand, towards other denominations. 

Shall Ae morning of the Millenium break upon the church and 
find the different divisions of her hosts embattled against each other ? 
We cannot hesitate for an answer. The time will come, when 
each denomination of Christians will freely commune with and love 
all others, without requiring eonlbrmity to their own modes and 
practices, so k>ng as they see in the life and conduct the spirit of true 
religion. 
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We are persuaded of the coming of this day. But any associa- 
tion or combination to promote this union, would only create another 
sect, and prolong the war by making men fight for peace. That 
feverish restlessness for a visible union of Cbristian sects, which 
some now manifest, b, we fear, only a new form of fanaticism. 
This union must begin in the soul of every follower of Christ, in the 
private cultivation of the Christian spirit, and in a growing knowledge 
of Christ's religion. It cometh not with observation. The work 
of preparation for it must be done in secret, when suddenly a glori- . 
ous temple will arise, and God will enter h, with the ark of his 
strength. 

Will it assist this consummation, ike reader says, to publish a 
book on IniJEtnt Baptism ? Ought you not to sacrifice your attache 
ment to this ordinance,' to the cause of Christian union? — The 
answer is. It woidd be bigotry in ns to say to Baptists, or Episcopa* 
lians, or Methodists, we will love you and join in yo«r plans if yea 
will accord with us in rites and forms. No. We expect to lev* 
and honour them while they retain every peculiarity whieh is 
no bar to Christian commonion. Let them make no sacrifice of 
attachment to forms or tenets, but, even with a Christian spirit, try 
to conyince others of their scriptural origin and superionr practical 
influence ; at the same time holding this doctrine in common with 
us. That he who has the spirit of Christ, let bis costume be what it 
may, is a fi-iend and brother. Then, if their peculiar modes and 
forms assist their piety and devotion, it will be little ejse than bar- 
barism in us to mock at them or seek to draw them away from their 
attachments. 

It is dishonorable to the religion of Christ to suppose that, there 
can be no unipn amongst Christians but by trucQs, and compromises, 
and the diplomatic arrangements of qnarrelliog nations or men. It 
is.inconsbtent with Christian liberty to demand numediial unity in 
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Christian sects ( and we probably mistake the nature of man, if w« 
think that one order or form of worship can suit all men. We 
rejoice in this dhrersitj in unessential things, so far as it meets the 
various dispositions and tastes of the human mind ; it is only in 
spirit that we should be anxious for oiken to be one with ni. Am 
attempt at any other union would be unnatural and forced. 

In the exercise of the same spirit which we would desire that 
others should exercise towards us, I have written this book concerning 
a practice Which is mast precious to thousands of the followers of 
Christy for its influence on them and dieir children. But at this 
practice and the mode of Baptism have made great dissension and 
strife among Christians, it seemed proper to speak of the nature and 
duty of Christian union in connection with a new publication on this 
subject ; so that all might understand two things ; 

1. That we do not intend to abandon Infant Baptism ia ordflr to 
a union of Christian sects. 

2. That, at tiie same time, we regard this practice as no bur t« 
fellowship with those who reject it, and consider it only as a means 
of spiritual good and not a condition (^salvatiout nor a test of Chris- 
tian character. 

^all denominations of true Christians will say these two things 
of each of their rites and fonns, give and receive full liberty of 
conscience in interpreting the Bible, make nothing essential to 
Christian communion on earth which will not be recognized in 
Heaven, and triumph over names, and ceremonies, and the letter of 
the word, in their Keal to maintain and spread abroad the essential 
truth, then we shall ai«l be ons — as Thov, Fatheb, aut 
IN Ch&ist, and Chbist IK Thzz 1 

But the s^nrit of dmstianity is yet like a beautiiiil captive in 
bonds. Many sects in Christendom have laid their chain upon her. 
But her day of liberty 10 near. Rising in the view of men, and 
2 
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holding forth her fallen chains, she will appear invested with spiritaal 
and celestial heauty, and as each invokes and claims her as his own, 
she will spread herself abroad in heavenly light, and surveying the 
people of the Lord under their various names and forms, will bless 
them and cry. Above all, and through all, and in you all. The 
Lord hasten this in His time. Spirit of Christ ! escape from onr 
chains. We hereby take from off thy heavenly natnre the bond of a 
sectarian Baptism, and bid Thee hold communion with all of every 
name who differ in rites and forms from us, but with ns hold the 
essential grounds of a sinner's Hope ! 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Birth of a child. Greatness of the event Feelings and conduct 
of a pioos parent The parents and child in eternity. Honour 
of being a parent Futore joy of a pious mother. ... 17 



CHAPTER II. 

Proportion of deaths in infancy. Salvation of infants. Multitudes 
in Heaven who died in infancy. Human infancy interesting to 
superiour beings. * Of such is the kingdom of God.' Destruction 
of heathen Infants, an illustration of good brought out of evil. 
Destruction of infants with wicked parents not inconsistent with 
divine goodness. Infants slam by Herod. Their honour and hap- 
piness in being identified with the Saviour's incarnation. Future 
joy of pious parents who lost a young child. Meeting in Heaven. 
Appeal to those not pious, who have lost children. Present 
feelmgs of the departed children towards surviving parents. 
Future meeting or separation 20 



CHAPTER III. 

Presentation of an infant for Baptism. Thoughts at the sight 
Feelings at an infant's cry in the House of God. Benevolent 
nature of Christianity illustrated in an infant's baptism. Contrast 
in this respect of Christianity and heathenism. A child baptized 
at a heathen river. Interest of the scene to the souls of those who 
perished there by vidleoce. Beauty and power of Infant Baptism 



Digitized by LjOOQiC 



XVI CONTENTS. 

in heathen lands. Baptism of infants in a Christian temple. 
A congregation praying for a child. Effect on the parents. 
The rite performed 28 



CHAPTER IV. 

Meaning of the Ordinance. Object of rites. The two Christian 
rites. Use of water in Baptism. Meaning of the form of Bap- 
tism. Taking possession of a new land in the name of a kmg. 
What is implied on the part of the parents ? What b implied 
on the part of God ? Abrahamic covenant only one form of a 
great and general principle. Encouragement from this in dedi- 
cating children. Feelings of parents in retiring from Baptism. 
Baptism of a honsehold» Limit of age in baptizing children. 
The refractory child. The widow's honsehold, or infant Infant 
of a departed pious mother. Inconsistency of romantic names. 32 



CHAPTER V. 

Principles in the treatment and edacation of a Baptized child. 1. 
Frequent renewal of the consecration. 2. Praying with a child. 
Influence of it on a child. Mode of proceeding. The child's 
appearance at prayer. Its impressions of the nature of the act 
Influence of prayer before a child in correction and encourage- 
ment John Newton's testimcmy respecting his mother's prajrers. 
Duty of a father to pray with his child. Interesting sight 
Effect on the parent's mind and feelings. Influence of it on the 
child's feelmgs towards its father. 8. The child taught the 
meaningof its Baptism. Good opportunity when the child has 
witnessed a Baptism. God's attention to the young. Moses, in 
the ark by the Nile, preserved and restored to his mother. Moses 
on Sinai. Connection of his goodness and greatness, with God's 
notice of him when a child. Call of Samuel in the Temple. 
God's notice of children at their Baptism. Influence of these 
thoughts upon a Baptized child. 4. Influence of Baptism on the 
parents in directing the child. Maternal associations. General 
influence of a sincere consecration of children upon parental 
conduct. Inconsbtent conduct of many parents. Wrong mo- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



RENEWAL OF THE DEDICATIOIf. 41 

1. They will frequently renew the dedication ot 
the child to God. 

They will not regard the Baptism as a mere 
ceremony, but as the commencement of obligatiolas 
of which they will be reminded, and thereby excited 
to faithfulness, as often as they remember the Bap- 
tism. They will frequently lift up their thoughts 
to God imploring his help in the discharge of their 
solemn trust. As often as their affections are 
moved by watching its slumbers or its first motions 
which betray its helplessness and excite a mingled 
love and pity, they will raise a silent prayer for the 
love and favour of God to rest upon it. The recol- 
lection of the solemn and impressive ordinance of 
Baptism, and the sight of the little creature that 
was the subject of such a scene, will make them 
think that the soul which has taken up its habitation 
in the child was all that gave the ordinance its 
propriety ; and the attention that was bestowed 
upon the child in admitting it to such an ordinance 
will invest that soul in their thoughts with some- 
thing of its unutterable value. The dawn of its 
being will be consecrated by frequent and fervent 
parayer. 

2. The parents will begin early to pray with the 
child. 

The object of this will be to lead the thoughts 
of the child as soon as possible to that God between 
6 
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whom and the child a solemn and affecting rela- 
tion has been instituted by Baptism. . 

The parents of a baptized child who do not pray 
with it, as well as for it, neglect a most important 
part of their duty. This is the best of all methods 
to teach a child the nature and duty, and to forttl 
in it the habit, of prayer. As soon as a child begins 
to pray intelligently, it assumes upon itself the 
obligations of its Baptism, and God hears its voice 
and thinks of his covenant. The first thing that 
the parents of a baptized child can do to carry out 
the design of the Baptism, is, to pray with the 
child. 

It is surjMrising to see how early a child may 
be made to understand something about prayer, at 
least so far as to feel that there is something sacred 
and solemn in the act. Let a parent when alone 
with the child, and the child is in a pleasant mood, 
ask it to kneel with him, and fold its hands ; or if it 
cannot kneel, let the parent kneel, and place his 
hand on the head of the child, and utter simple 
^ords aloud. Let the look of the parent be such 
as it naturally will be while speaking with his 
Maker. The child will be impressed with the 
apparent absence of the parent's manner, while it 
hears its own name from his lips ; and will look 
up with childish wonder. Soon, when invited to 
go and pray, it will run to the well-known place, 
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and the parent, by frequently repeating the practice, 
will exert an influence upon the child as lasting 
as eternity. When the child has done wrong, 
after convincing it of its sin, kneel with it before 
God, mingle ■ 3rour complaint and sorrow for its 
sin with words and tones of affection, and upon the 
softened feelings of the child there will be made an 
impression of its accountability to this unseen 
Power that can never be effaced. And when the 
"Child has been remarkably good, kneel with it in 
the same manner, and use some affectionate expres- 
sions of commendation and of thankfulness, so that 
' jHrayer may be associated in the child's mind with 
its happiest moments, and its thoughts of God be 
of one who loves goodness as much as He hates 
sin. 

John Newton testifies, that, in the midst of his ' 
infidelity and debauchery, he would sometimes 
seem to feel the pressure of his mother's hand upon 
his head, — though when she prayed with him, he 
was too young to understand her words ; but the 
pressure of that hand followed him in his manhood, 
and was one of the means of bringing him to God. 
No Christian mother should omit this practice ; it 
is one of the mightiest means of good that God has 
ordained. 

But the father of a baptized child should, more 
especially, perform^ this delightful service with his 
child. The respect which a child feels for its 
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father, and its filial fear towards him, will impress 
it very deeply upon the child's memory. Can 
there be a more interesting sight to Heaven than 
that of a man kneeling before God, at the side of a 
little child ? If the eyes of the parent in prayer 
could be opened, — considering the views which 
are entertained in Heaven of true greatness as 
beginning in that which, to sinful creatures, is 
humility, it would not be strange if he should see 
a ministering angel beckoning to his fellows to 
come and see the sight, and presently there should 
be a circle of heavenly spectators around a scene of 
such moral beauty and true greatness. How Uke 
Christ is a parent when he is not ashamed of 
humbling himself to the condition and feeUngs of a 
child! No act of worship can better soften the 
feelings or soothe them when ruffled by the cares 
and business of life, or bring the presence of God 
more sensibly near to the soul than for a man to 
commune with God for and with his child. That 
child will revere your memory when you are dead. 
You may be great in honour or riches amongst 
men, but none of these things will sanctify your 
memory, or so perpetuate your influence with your 
child as your having kneeled with it before God. 
In after life, yea, through eternity, you will be 
associated with its first thoughts of its Maker ! 

You may send that child from you, hereafter, 
and whether in foreign lands, or on the ocean, or 
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in scenes of temptation and danger at home, or in 
the quiet walks of preparation for future life, the 
thoughts of you will rise before its mind like good 
angels, and though dead, you will yet speak to it. 

Let every father and mother, who bring their 
child to the altar of God in Baptism, follow out the 
influence of the solemn and delightful scene, by 
repeating the dedication of the child in secret, and 
by making the impression on its mind that it stands 
in a solemn relation to Almighty God. This will 
be done effectually, with God's blessing, by fre- 
quently appealing to its Maker in the child's 
presence and in its behalf, and by connecting its 
name with the posture and words of supplication. 

3. The parents will early teach the child the 
nature and meaning of its Baptism. 

It will be natural to use those occasions for this 
pur]X)se when the child's curiosity and interest are 
excited by witnessing the Baptism of children. 

In connection with this ordinance, the sight of 
. which will impress all that is said upon the child's 
mind, it will be highly profitable to teach the child 
the notice bestowed by its Maker upon infants and 
young children. Of this, the Baptism of an infant 
in the name of its God can be shown to be an 
affecting illustration. As parallel to it, and an 
illustration of the same divine regard for infants, 
the history of Moses may be made familiar to the 
child. It was the Maker of Heaven md e^rth that 
*6 
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directed the mother of Moses to prepare that ark 
for her infant son ,• it was God that led her with it 
to the side of the river ; it was God that watched 
the child as the swelling tide was rocking the ark, 
that no monster of the deep should be attracted by 
its cry ; it was God that led the princess to that 
part of the river where the ark was ; and when the 
babe wept, it was God that softened her heart. 
And what an affecting instance of the goodness of 
God, that when the princess sent to call a nurse, 
He should have directed her, amongst the thou- 
sands of Israelitish women, to the child's own 
mother ! 

All these incidents can be so represented to a 
child as to give it delightful views of the conde- 
scension of God, and to make it feel that He does 
notice even an infant. Speak of him that was a 
babe in the ark amongst the bulrushes, as after- 
'ward on the top of Sinai ; and by this and other 
thrilling events in the life of Moses, connect the 
notice and care which God took of him, an infant, 
with his future usefulness and greatness. It will 
then appear to the child a most interesting and 
important, as well as solemn thing to have been 
presented to God in Baptism. 

If the child had advanced beyond infancy when 
it was baptized, the call of young Samuel in the 
temple by his Maker, and his subsequent goodness 
and greatness, may be used to illustrate God's 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



INFLUENCE OP THE BAPTISM. 47 

notice of children at every period of childhood, and 
the effect in after life of having the notice and 
favour of God when we are young. 

By these instructions, a child may be led to regard 
its Baptism with feelings of the deepest interest. 
The thought that God once looked upon it in His 
House, an unconscious child, and that prayers were 
offered in its behalf, and then, that in accordance 
with God's special regard for the children of the 
pious in all ages of the world. He gave it Bap- 
tism, and permitted His name to be called upon it, 
will have a tendency to bring Jehovah near to the 
child as its condescending God and friend, and will 
help to remove that dread of God which sin occa- 
sions ; — to subdue which, and to inspire us with 
confidence in himself as a God willing to forgive, 
was one of the leading objects in the incarnation 
and life of Christ, and is a great design in all the 
ordinances of the Gospel. 

As the child grows up, the parents will be careful 
to make it understand what they did when they 
offered it in Baptism. They will teach it, first, 
that they gave it away to God, and that He has 
the first claim upon it. In speaking with the child 
about its future life, they will make it feel that in 
giving it up in Baptism they intended the conse- 
cration of its whole existence to God, and that they 
shall inquire at every step of its progress for the 
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will of God concerning it, and bring it up on prin- 
ciples which they believe Christ will sanction. 
They will keep this impression on the child's 
mind, that God is its proprietor, and that they are 
acting for God ; and they will thus lead the child 
by their example to say, * My Father, thou art the 
guide of my youth.' 

Then, in the second place, they will teach it that 
its Baptism was permitted by its Maker, as a seal 
and token that He is willing to be its God and 
portion ; that He was mindful of it from the first 
moment of its existence, and received it when it 
was cast upon his arms at its birth ; and that having 
thus signified his willingness to be its God, and 
have it for his child, it has every inducemisnt to 
love God and no excuse for impenitence and 
irreligion. * God gave thee the ordinance of Bap- 
tism whereby God is become thy God and is ' 
beforehand with thee, so that if thou wilt return to 
God, He will undoubtedly receive thee.' 

Other thoughts upon this topic will be found 
in another place addressed to the baptized child. 

4. The parents will remember the consecration 
of their child in Baptism and their covenant vows, 
when deciding questions of duty in governing or 
advising their child. . 

The general principles already stated will be 
applied in particular cases by the help of knowledge 
gained £rom various sources, to be guided by a 
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sound discretion. One of the best helps in a 
Christian education of children is the * Maternal 
Association ' of modern times, composed of pious 
mothers who meet to converse on the subject of the 
management of children, to compare the various 
experience of difficulties, trials and success; the 
little expedients that have been resorted to in the 
family to secure obedience, subdue obstinacy, pro- 
duce repentance, and encourage good dispositions. 
Each mother gains in this way an amount of 
practical knowledge that differs from the infor- 
mation that books give, as coin does from wedges 
of gold and silver. 

Then, the imited prayers of these parents, to 
whom God has committed *the Hope of the 
Church,' are, without doubt, heard in Heaven with 
a peculiar interest. 

If any parent has a child in circumstances of 
danger, or that seems to stand in need of special 
prayer, (and what child does not ?) it would seem 
that the privilege of securing the prayers of a circle 
of pious mothers, who know so well from natural 
instinct how to intercede for a child, would be 
sufficient to induce every Christian mother to be a 
member of such a circle. 

In deciding questions relating to management, 
education, gunusements, and other things, an en- 
lightened conscience may be trusted for right 
decisions, being guarded on the one hand against 
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nanow yiews of duty by information gained from 
pious and intelligent sources of instruction, and 
against worldliness on the other, by the fear of 
God, the remembrance of covenant vows, and the 
professed intention of living and of educating the 
child, for eternity. While the parents will seek 
the greatest usefulness of the child, they will be 
restrained by their covenant vows from placing it 
in situations of temptation, or where there is immi- 
nent danger that errour and sin may frustrate all 
that the grace of God may have done for it. * Lead 
me not into temptation,' will be a prayer which the 
parents will frequently offer as a safeguard to the 
ambitious desire of seeing the child prosper in the 
world at the risk of its salvation. They will regard 
the fear of the Lord, a conscientious love of truth, 
of purity, of goodness, secured by the regeneration 
of the soul; and the increasing strength of religious 
principle as the pearl of great price to be sought for 
their child. If its wishes are worldly, and it 
manifests a taste for light and frivolous things, and 
seeks amusements which the parents know are 
dangerous to the soul, they will not hesitate a 
moment in bringing parental authority, in a judi- 
cious manner, to bear upon the child's conscience, 
and will fortify themselves against the danger of 
yielding to its perverse inclinations from mistaken 
affection or weakness, by remembering the baptismal 
vows, and the oft-repeated covenant with God* 
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God wilt strengthen the parents' authority who 
thus throw thiemselves upon His covenant in times 
of difficulty and trial with their children. The 
question by which a parent can best judge of his 
treatment of his child in all cases of doubtful 
expediency, is this, How shall I wish that I had 
acted in this case, when my child is giving its 
Maker J in my hearing, at His bar, an account of 
my intercourse with it on earth ? Carry yourself 
and your child in this way in imagination before 
your final Judge, and settle every religious scruple 
xmder impressions borrowed from that hour. 

It is affecting and painful to consider that some 
parents who have offered their children to God in 
Baptism, seem as if they were educating them for 
Satan. All the principles upon which they bring 
them up are worldly ; every question of duty is 
settled with no regard to the christian standard of 
propriety ; and in short, they have no more reference 
to the will of God, or to his honour or glory in con- 
nection with their children, than though there were 
ho God, 

Why did they offer their children in Baptism ? 
Merely for the sake of carrying them into the 
public assembly, and giving them their names ; 
and probably they never think of the Baptism 
afterward, unless reminded of it by seeing the dress 
which the child wore on the occasion, or by some 
other accident. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



62 THE BAPTIZED CHILD. 

There is great guilt in such conduct ; it is 
mocking God with an offering which they did not 
intend to make, and have accordingly withheld. 

Oau we suppose that the child who is thus 
presented, and whose education corresponds with 
the careless manner in which it was offered, is 
received into covenant ? Or if God, in pity towards 
the unconscious creature thus trifled with in this 
solemn scene of its spiritual history, does take the 
child into his covenant, the parents may be made 
to feel the consequences of their neglect by having 
the child a scourge and torment to them many 
years, though it be saved at last as by fire. When 
we see the undutiful and cruel conduct of the 
children of Christian parents, especially when we 
see them piercing their parents' hearts with many 
sorrows in choosing a professed belief and a place 
of worship which their parents disapprpve, we 
cannot but ask. Did these parents really covenant 
with God concerning their child ? or if they did. 
Have they been covenant-breakers ? Does He not 
call himself a covenant-keeping God, and has there 
not been some fault with them that the blessings 
of the covenant axe not realized ? 

Some Christian parents seem to regard their chil- 
dren's apostacy with little or no concern, and perhaps 
never remonstrated with them when they first dis- 
covered their inclination to forsake the guide of their 
youth, and the covenant of their God, but let them 
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imbibe errour, and take up with forms of unbelief 
that dishonour their God and Saviour, without even 
the weak reproof of Eli, ^ Nay, do not so my sons.' 

Have you not solemnly given your children to 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ? and can 
you permit them to violate their Baptism without 
strong efforts and prayers to bind them to the 
covenant that was made for them with Heaven ? 
God has entrusted their immortal interests to your 
care. You must one day surrender your charge at 
his bar, when He will say. Give an account of 
thy stewardship, for thou mayest be no longer 
steward ! 

In view of what has been said, the feelings with 
which parents bring their children for Baptism 
should be those of serious consideration, and great 
solemnity. They come to take a most important 
charge upon themselves, as lasting as the possibility 
of influencing their children. It is not a formal 
service upon which they attend ; it is to receive 
the oath of Heaven upon themselves in regard to 
their offspring, and to assume obligations which are 
to affect the interests of the children for eternity. 
Parents, therefore, should not come to the baptismal 
service until they are impressed with the nature of 
the service in which they axe about to engage, and 
the extent of the promise and covenant which they 
are a,bout to make. As it is a voluntary service, 
they should be the more careful to do it acceptably 
6 
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and with godly fear. The two victuns of falsehood 
who fell dead at Peter's feet, were especially guilty, 
because the offering which they counterfeited was 
voluntary and not by constraint. If you see fit to 
withhold your children from Baptism, it is in your 
power to do so, and the consequence will indeed be 
a loss to your own soul and to them. But if you 
propose to make this voluntary offering, you must 
be sincere and unreserved in the consecration, and 
faithful afterward, for it will be better for you not 
to vow than to vow and not pay. 

But the feelings of the parents should not be 
exclusively those of overwhelming responsibiUty. 
They should come to the service with joy. They 
have an immortal soul committed to their care, and 
it will be a rehef to their feelings if they may 
secure the assistance and blessing of their Maker 
in training it up for Heaven. By dedicating the 
child to God, and making use of his appointed 
ordinance of Baptism, they secure for the child the 
special notice of God. He also enters into engage* 
ments respecting it. This will not lessen the sense 
of respcmsibility in the parents, but will increase it, 
and at the same time mingle with it a feeling of 
hope and confidence that will strengthen their faith 
and efforts. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Benetita or Infaitt Baptism. Benefits to the Parents. 
I. Deep impression of parental obligations. U«e of a pnblic 
consecration. Answer to an objection. Use of the ordinance of 
Baptism. Objection answered. 11. Pleasure and satisfaction 
afforded by the ordinance. The Baptism a new bond for the 
parents to the love and service of God. Influence of the Baptism 
upon the mind in thinking of the future. Death of the parents 
while the child is jonng. The dying scene. Influence of the 
Baptism on the mind of a dying parent Influence of it upon the 
parent at the loss of a child. Reasons. III. Ground of religious 
appeal. Trait in childhood to which an appeal drawn from its 
Baptism may be made. God's notice of it when an infant 
Prayers of a Church for it. 

Benefits to thb child. Objections considered. Investing 
property for an infant Unconsciousness of a benefit no objection 
to it Right of parents to benefit a child without its consent 
I. Baptism of a child properly performed, secures to the child the 
favour of God. Simple view of this truth. II. Prayers of the 
Church. Influence of these prayers. III. Influence of Baptism 
on the child by its influence on the parents. IV. Thought of its 
Baptism in after life, a ground of hope and prayer. Testimony 
of Matthew Henry. 

The benefits of Infant Baptism may be con- 
sidered, 1. In reference to the parents, and 2. To ihe 
child. 

The benefits to the parents are as follows. 
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1. The solemn baptismal service in the presence of 
many witnesses is fitted to impress very deeply 
upon the parents their obligations and promises in 
regard to their children. 

Some may say, If we dedicate our child to God 
at home, what is the use of a public consecration ? 

We may ask in reply, If you dedicate yourselves 
to God in your closets, what is the use of a public 
profession of religion? You can reeidily answer 
the latter question. ' I must profess Christ before 
men. God expects me to own my obligations to 
serve Him before the world. I must do good by 
my example. I shall be restrained from sin, and 
prompted to duty, by remembering my pubUc pro- 
fession.' 

These reasons may be appUed in the case of 
Infant Baptism. You must avouch the Lord 
Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghost to be the 
God and portion of your children, before angels 
and men. The recollection of what you have 
done, will excite you to greater faithfulness. The 
vows in pubUc will have tenfold more effect upon 
your mind than those which are made in private. 

But some say, Why make use of Baptism in 
consecrating children to God ? Why not bring 
them to the House of God, and have public prayers 
for them without using the form of Baptism ? We 
may ask again in reply, Why use the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper when we would in a particular 
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manner remember the Lord Jesus? Why not 
come to the House of God, have prayers and a 
sermon suited to bring the* Saviour near to the 
mind, and not use the ordinance of the Supper •* 
The ready answer which every one will give, is. 
There is something in the sight of the ordinance, 
in taking consecrated emblems into our hands, that 
affects the mind more deeply with the thoughts of 
Christ, than silent meditation could ever do. Our 
minds are affected through the senses. God 
remembers this in appointing the ordinances of his 
worship, and while He does not burden us with 
forms and ceremonies. He retains the use of them 
to a limited extent in Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. The parent feels that Baptism is of 
divine appointment, and is deeply impressed by 
using the divine rite for his child ; and the minister, 
standing before the parents in the place of God, 
and in His name placing the seal of Heaven upon 
the infant, exerts a greater influence upon the 
parent than any exhortations could do without the 
ordinance. 

2. Another benefit to the parents, of Infant Bap- 
tism, is. The pleasure and satisfaction afforded by 
the ordinance. 

A Christian parent who loves his child will ever 
think of its Baptism with deUght. It is a satisfac- 
tion to know that he has given up his child into 
the hands of God, and that God has engaged to be, 
*6 
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in a special manner, the God of him and of his seed. 
So that the service is a blessing to the parent, in 
the feelings which it occasions towards God, as 
standing in a new relation to him through the 
child. A father and mother are conscious of a new 
bond of love in and through their children. Thus 
the dedication of a child to God, and his admission 
of it into his covenant, makes a new tie for a 
peurent's heart to the love and service of his 
Maker. 

Whenever a parent, who has had his child bap- 
tized, feels anxious in regard to the future, the 
recollection of the baptismal covenant will quiet 
his mind. If the parents die while the child is 
young, the remembrance of its dedication to God, 
and the confident belief that it was received into 
his covenant, will help them to look at it from the 
dying pillow, with peace. What a scene is this ! 
A parent is dying. The children are brought in. 
God only can describe the emotions of the parent 
in casting the eye upon the children, so tmconscious 
of what is happening to them in losing a parent, 
so ignorant of what the parent knows to be the 
dangers of the world. In prayer, the dying saint 
expresses his desire for the blessing of God upon 
his children. But if he can remember that when 
he was in health and strength, he did with sincerity 
dedicate those children to God, in His House, and 
that he had reason to believe that God received 
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them into his covenant, and if their dedication has 
been followed up by a consistent treatment of his 
children, he will have a feeling of preparation and 
readiness to die, so far as his children are concerned, 
like that which he has when he remembers that 
he has not neglected repentance till the dying 
hour. Dying parents have frequently spoken of 
their children's Baptism in a way that showed it to 
be one of the richest sources of comfort this side of 
Heaven. If parents would always regard this 
service with proper feelings, and make it more of a 
religious service than many do, it would strengthen 
them when flesh and heart are failing. 

But how does the recollection of the mere service 
of Baptism add anything to the comfort of a dying 
parent ? 

Though a Christian relies upon the evidences 
of piety which his whole life affords, yet in times 
of trouble, and especially in death, he recurs with 
pleasure to seasons of special covenanting with 
God. Every one who has not been superficial in 
his Christian experience, has had times of peculiar 
enjoyment in his religious life, days of fasting and 
prayer, or other seasons of particular interest, when 
it seemed to him that he had clear evidence of 
knowing God and of being known of Him. To 
these seasons the mind recurs in death with joy and 
hope, though the general evidence of being a child 
of God, which the life and conduct affords, is by no 
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means to be overlooked. So it is a relief to parents 
in death to look back to one particular act of con- 
secration made solemn by the services of the House 
of God and of the Sabbath. 

3. Another benefit to parents of baptizing their 
children is, it affords them in after life a ground 
of religious appeal to the conscience and affections 
of the child, 

A trait in childhood, perhaps as strongly marked 
as any other, is a love of affectionate notice from 
others. It is probable that the reader, recurring to 
the scenes of early life, will find that thoiSe who 
showed him special kindness in childhood made an 
impression upon his mind which is amongst his 
deepest impressions of love and gratitude. To this 
peculiarity in the child's mind, the fact of having 
been admitted by God to his speciad notice and 
covenant, makes a strong appeal. The parent tells 
the child that io infancy it was presented to God, 
and its Maker was invoked by a whole congregation 
on its behalf, and that God from that time regarded 
it as in a peculiar sense His, child ; that now the 
child is under special obligations to love and serve 
that God who was kind to it when it was helpless, 
and had mercy on it when it was offered to Him in 
His House ; that for a whole church to have prayed 
to God for it, and for God to have heard their 
prayer, makes it a very dreadful thing for the child 
to be otherwise than good, and that if it is inclined 
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to be good, it may be sure that God, who remembers 
its Baptism and his covenant, will rejoice to help its 
endeavom^. The parents will find great assistance 
in appealing to their child's feelings, if they can 
thus refer in particular to one special act of God's 
favour towards the child* When it has witnessed 
the Baptism gf another child, it may be made to 
understand that all which was done for that infant 
on the part of God, the parents, and the church, 
was done for itself in its infancy, and thence an 
appeal can be made to the child's feelings and con- 
science which may never be forgotten. 

Benefits to the Child. 

After what has been said, no one will question 
the benefits of Infant Baptism, even though they 
should be no other than those which we bave seen 
come to the child through the parents. 

But some ask. Of what benefit is the ordinance to 
an unconscious infant ? 

Suppose that a friend should propose to invest 
property for your infant, and should wish you to 
sign certain papers, would you say. Of what benefit 
can this ceremony be to an imconscious child? 
Would you indulge in expressions of ridicule at tl^ 
thought of doing such a thing for *a senseless 
child'? 
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Suppose that in a circle that had met for prayer, 
a mother should ask you to offer a special prayer 
for the young children of those who were present, 
would you say, Of what benefit can it be to the 
children who are unconscious that we are praying 
for them ? 

Is nothing useful to a person unless he is con- 
scious of it at the time when it is done for him ? 

But what right have the parents thus to make 
engagements for the child without its consent ? 

The answer is found in the general principle 
that we way benefit another idthout his consent. 

This principle is often acted upon in private 
instances of charity. The only question that 
remains then, is, Is it benefitting the child or not, 
to surround him in infancy with such influences as, 
when he grows up, will incline him to believe the 
Christian religion, and to love and serve God? If 
there is any improper interference with the child's 
freedom in so doing, we must do nothing for our 
children in the way of moral influence imtil they 
may have grown beyond that influence, and have 
had time to be corrupted and ruined. 

The benefit to a child of in£uit Baptism may be 
seen in several particulars. 

1. It secures to the child the special favour of 
God. 

This is on the supposition that the consecration 
is made by the parents in sincerity, in faith, and is 
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foUoiired by consistent conduct If God has not in 
any manner signified His will that the admission of 
children into covenant with Him, through their 
parents, should cease, — and this we nowhere find 
that He has done, — the baptized child is of course 
received into a special relation to God. 

Suppose, however, that there had never been 
such a thing as admitting the children of believers 
into a peculiar relation, through their parents, to 
God. We should still feel authorized to practise 
infant Baptism, and should believe that it secured 
the q)ecial favour of God to a child ; and on the 
following grounds : Baptism is the sign of separation 
to the Christian faith; there is no command to 
restrict it to believers : ' Believe and be baptized, 
no more excludes to infant from Baptism, than 
* believe and be saved, ' excludes it firom salvation ; 
the apostles baptized households, and it is as 
probable that there were children in them, as that 
there were not. There is nothing in the nature of 
Baptism, in our view, to hinder it from being given 
to any, at the request of a responsible Christian 
applicant who has the rightful authority and a 
professed religious qualification and disposition^ to 
carry out in his treatment of the subject <rf Bap- 
tism, the solemn and important meaning of the 
ordinance. 

Now Grod is a hearer of prayer. He enters into 
covenant with those who in a suitable manner 
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.covenant with Him. If a Christiai;i parent brings 
a child into the Horise of God, and receives upon 
the child the sign of separation to the Christian 
faith, thereby entering into solemn covenant with 
God to bring up that child for Him, and. praying 
God to take it into his specid care, we cannot doubt 
that there is a peculiar relation instituted between 
that child and God. We believe that the act of 
dedication would secure it, if the Abrahamic cov- 
enant had never been mentioned. 

But when, in addition to this, we believe, as we 
have before observed, that God still regards the 
children of his people as in covenant with Him, we 
are fully authorized in saying that the pious and 
faithful performance of the act of infsint consecra- 
tion by Baptism, secures to the child the special 
favour of God. 

2. It secures to the child the prayers of the 
church at the time of the Baptism, at the Lord's 
table, and in the circles for prayer. 

The fact of the public consecration of the children 
to God, and of their holding by this means a pecu* 
liar relation to God and to the church, has a ten- 
dency to interest the feelings of the churches in 
children. 

The connection between these prayers and their 
effects, may not be traced out by the child in this 
world ; but in Heaven he may see the connection 
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of preservations, and blessings, and of salvation, 
with the prayers of the church in his behalf, secured 
by his being a child of the covenant. 

3. Infent Baptism, if properly understood and 
performed by the parents, will secure to the child 
the highest measure of pious parental influence. 

Anything that will make parents faithful and 
prayerful with their children is of great benefit Ijo 
the child. Who can speak of the value of pious 
parents to a child ! How many of our race will 
place this in their future songs of praise as the first 
of earthly blessings ! 

We have seen that the influence of Infant Bap- 
tism on a parent is one of the most powerful means 
to secure faithfulness in bringing up the child for 
God. It is therefore an important benefit to a child 
to fee baptized by pious, conscientious parents ; and 
none but those who trust they are such, we should 
hope, would baptize their children. 

4. The thoughts of its Baptism will aflbrd the 
child a ground of hope and prayer in after life, and 
especially at the time of its conversion. 

There are moments, especially wh^n tljie Spirit 
of God is striving with us, when anything that can 
keep the soul from despair, and encourage hope, is 
of great importance. At such times it will be 
natural few a child who has been faithfujly taught 
the nature of his Baptism, and the relation in 
which he thereby stands to God and God to him, 
7 
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to appeal to his Maker on the ground of the cov- 
enant made for him by his parents. ' O Lord, I 
am thy servant ; I am thy servant and the son of 
of thine handmaid.' ' Thou -art the God that took 
me from my birth ; I was cast upon thee when a 
child.' Who can doubt that a child that has been 
told that it was baptized, and has been made 
to understand what Baptism implies, will find 
occasions through life, and some of them having a 
momentous bearing upon his destiny, when he will 
be led with great effect to plead the covenant of a 
covenant-keeping God ? 

Here, as a specimen of the testimony of pious 
men to the influence of their Infent Baptism in 
after life, I will quote the testimony of Matthew 
Henry. "I cannot but tgke occasion to express 
my gratitude to God for my Infant Baptism : not 
only as it was an early admission into the visible 
body of Christ, but as it furnished my parents with 
a good argument, and I trust, through grace, a 
prevailing argument, for an early dedication of my- 
self to God in my childhood. If God has torought 
any good work upon my soul, I desire with humble 
thankfulness, to acknowledge the influence of my 
infant Baptism upon it.* 

• Idfe, 60 p. I. Vol., Commeittary. London, 18S8, 
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for you. But God who is everywhere present, 
saw you when you came into His House. The 
Saviour saw you, and remembered that He was 
once an infant like you, in the arms of his mother. 
Whenever an infant is brought into the House of 
God, it must be that the Saviour looks at it with 
great kindness and love. AVhen He was on earth, 
infants were brought to Him that He might touch 
them, and He said. Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not : for of such is the 
kingdom of God. Now the Bible says that Christ 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever ; and of 
course. He has the same feelings towards children 
now as He had on earth. 

Without doubt, the Saviour looked down upon 
you with great tenderness, when you were brought 
into the House of God to be baptized. 

Perhaps He thought, as He looked upon you, 
" Here is an infant : it does not know where it 
is, or what they are doing with it. But it has a 
soul which is to live forever, and it will grow to 
be like an angel, or a wicked spirit. This is one 
of the souls for which I died on Calvary. Its 
father or mother, or both, love me, and I love them ; 
and they have come to give me this child, that it 
may have my blessing, and if it grows up, be good 
and useful in the world. I will look into the 
parents' hearts and see if they really wish me to 
take the child to be mine ; and if they do, I will. 
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I will hear the prayers which are offered for the 
child, and if it is good as it grows up, it shall be a 
lamb in my flock." 

Then the congregation ros6, and the minister 
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of it, and remember that we have given it to Thee. 
If it shall be wicked, and will not love what is 
right, and dies wicked, we know that God must 
shut it out of Heaven, for Thou hast said, * If you 
seek me, I will be found of thee, but if you forsake 
me, I will cast thee off forever.' 

But, may this child live yn Heaven with us, 
having been good and useful in the world. When 
it is old enough to understand what was done to it, 
its being baptized shall make it feel that it belongs 
to Christ, and that it cannot refuse to love Him 
without being ungrateful to the Saviour, who was 
kind to it when an infant. May its Baptian 
always come to its mind when it shall be tempted 
to do or say anything wicked. May it remember 
that God still sees it, as He did when it was bap- 
tized, and that He will be grieved with it if it is 
not good, but will love it if it is a good child, and 
take care of it, and Christ will prepare a place for 
it in Heaven. 

Then you were baptized in the name of the 
Fatheb, and of the Son, and of the Holt Ghost. 

It was the same as though the minister said, 
" We give this child to God the Father ; " and God 
the Father had answered, so that all the congrega- 
tion could hear, '^ I will love and bless this child, 
if it does not refuse my love now prcmiised to it ; " 
and the minister had added^, We give this child to 
its Saviour, Jesus Christ ; and Christ had answered, 
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"Of such is the kingdom of God ; — I love them that 
love me, and they that seek me early shall find me ": 
We give thig child to the Holy Ghost ; and the Holy 
Ghost had breathed His blessing upon you. 

God remembers your Baptism. He has often 
looked to see if your parents teach you, and pray 
with you, as they promised they would do, when 
they carried you away from the Baptism, as a child 
given them to bring up for Heaven. 

God remembers your Baptism. Perhaps you 
pray to Him when you are alone. He hears your 
voice and looks into your heart, and knows how 
you feel. For when you were baptized He made 
this promise. If you seek me I will be found of you. 

Now though you are young, God knows you 
and sees you. The same God that watched the 
infant Moses when he lay in his ark by the riv- 
er side, and kept him safe till the king's daughter 
found Jum and gave him back to his mother, 
watches you when you sleep, and when you 
wake, and all day long. The same God that was 
in the temple where Samuel slept, and that spoke 
in the night, and said, ' Samuel ! Samuel ! ' now 
sees you; and indeed you are never out of his 
sight. 

God wishes you to come to Heaven with your 
parents when you die, and there He will make you 
happy. And now He wishes you to begin to love 
Him and pray to Him, and He will certainly love 
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you. He wishes you, to be good to your parents^ 
always to mind what they say, and never te do 
anything that will give them pain. 

He wishes you to be kind and gentle to other 
children ; to do what is right before them, so as to 
make them love God. He wishes you to read the 
Bible, for it is His book, and to think much of 
what you read. He wishes you to love the 
Saviour, and to think what that Saviour has done 
for you in becoming a child like you, and at last 
dying, that your sins and ours may be forgiven. 
Is it not kind in God thus to think of you, and to 
wish so much to make you happy ? It is very kind. 
Of course you wish to thank Him when you pray 
to Him, and ask Him to be your friend forever, and 
to help you to be as good as He and your parents 
wish you to be. 

You must never feel that God is not willing to 
hear your prayers. You must never be afraid to 
pray to Him ; if you have done wrong, you must 
go to Him, as well as to your parents, and confess 
your sin and forsake it. He loves to forgive chil- 
dren when they repent, and if you ask Him, He 
will help you to be good when you are tempted to 
sin. I have only one thing more to say. God 
looks Upon you as His child. Your parents gave 
you to Him, when you were baptized. The 
minister and the church gave you to God in their 
prayers. Angels from Heaven saw you when you 
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were given to God. Now, will you not be a child 
of God ? If you will, He wiU certainly love you. 
If you axe not willing, but prefer to be wicked, 
you must know that all who are not the children 
of God, are called in the Bible the children of the 
Wicked One. And all such must be sent away 
after death, to live with that wicked one. But 
God will keep you from him, if you will give your- 
self to God as your parents gave you to Him when 
you were baptized. He will defend you while 
you Uve, so that nothing will happen to you which 
will not in the end be good for you. He will at 
last give you a place at His right hand in Heaven, 
there to be happy without end. You must there- 
fore make no delay, but immediately go before God 
in prayer, and ask Him to be your God, and tell 
Him that you would be His child. 

To a Baptized Youth. 

You have grown up beyond childhood, and have 
long been old enough to know and love God. You 
have been baptized in the name of the Father, the 
Son^ and the Holy Ghost, and God engaged at your 
Baptism to be your God, if you would be his child. 
He gave you to pious parents that you might early 
be taught to love and fear Him. It was a special 
favour to you that God gave you to pious parents. 
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Have you ever given yourself to God to be His 
child ? Do you love God, and do you hope that 
He loves you ? Are you ever so happy as when 
you have prayed, confessing your sins and asking 
God to forgive and love you ? Are you confident 
that when you die, God will take you to Heaven, 
and does it give you joy to think of being in 
Heaven with God ? If so, you have the highest 
reason to be thankful and happy. What return 
can you make to God for his kindness to you ? It 
is your duty and privilege to devote yourself to 
God's service and glory. It should be your great 
question. How can I best please God ? Make this 
question the rule by which you live, and by which 
you form your plans for future life. For, you are 
not your own ; you have been consecrated to God ; 
you belong to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost, by the covenant of Baptism. 
What an honour to be thus related to your Maker ! 
Nov let it be your chief desire to do and to be that 
which will best please God. 

If you ask Him to direct you for this purpose. 
He will be pleased to do it. You remember the 
story of Solomon. God appeared to him in the 
night and said. Ask what I shall do for thee. And 
Solomon prayed for heavenly wisdom that he might 
in the highest and best manner glorify God. And 
God said, Because thou hast not asked riches, 
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wealth, nor honour, nor long life — wisdom and 
knowledge is granted unto thee, and I will give 
thee riches and wealth and honour. 

Now God says, ^ In all thy ways acknowledge 
me, and I will direct thy paths.' If you thus 
acknowledge Him, you may confidently say, ^ Thou 
wilt guide » me by thy counsel, and afterwards re- 
ceive me to glory.' 

Beside your daily prayers of conaecration to God, 
it will be profitable for you to. find out the day when 
you were baptized, and keep that day yearly, as a 
special season of thanksgiving, and of renewing 
your consecration to God. You will not forget to 
do the same on yoiu: birthday, consecrating, with 
solemn prayer, your body, soul and spirit, to God, 
and thinking how solemn and important a thing it 
is to have been bom ; and that the favour of God 
alone can prevent it fipom being an everlasting and 
dreadful curse, and that with his blessing, eternal 
life in Heaven will be the delightful and glorious 
consequence. 

Thus, till you die, as we trust you will through 
eternity, bless and praise God for your Baptism, 
and renew that consecration through life, and in 
your dying hour, which, in the morning of your 
hfe was like the dew of Heaven upon your spirit. 

It may be, that my yoimg friend is not yet a 
Christian. You have never acknowledged the 
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consecration which your parents made of you 
when you were baptized. God has been waiting' 
for you to do it. To-day, He will rejoice to keep 
His covenant with you, if you will call upon Him 
in prayer. 

Perhaps the father or mother who held you in 
their arms when you were baptized, is dead. 
Those lips can no longer pray for you^ that hand 
can no more press yours in prayer ; the heart that 
beat with joy at the sound of your young footsteps 
is still ; the eye that shed tears for you, that you 
might not perish, is closed till the judgment day. 

But in Heaven your parent thinks of you contin- 
ually. That departed spirit looks round upon 
Heaven, and says. Will my child dwell here with 
me? It sees whole families, in little circles, in 
Heaven, rejoicing together at each other's salvation ; 
the parents blessing God that their children are 
saved, and the children praising Him that they are 
not separated from their parents. At such a sight 
your parent says, Shall my family meet together 
thus ? and then the thought of your having been 
baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, with a most sincere consecration, 
attended and followed with earnest prayers and 
faithful instructions, inspires the hope that you will 
come to Heaven when you die. 

Wl^en a departed spirit from this earth enters 
the heavenly world, there is doubtless great joy 
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and welcomings from those already there. With 
what interest may we suppose a parent in Heaven 
hears it annomiced that another soul has come to 
join their number, hoping that it is its child. 
Thus, it may be, your departed parent thinks of 
you ; but alas! as you now ajre, your entrance into 
eternity will only occasion sorrow. 

Perhaps you would meet your parent as you 
entered the world of spirits. You would probably 
find that parent a glorified spirit, arrayed in shining 
garments, its countenance beaming with happiness, 
its voice full of music. The parent would imme- 
diately see by your afirighted look and trembling 
voice that you were not foimd ready to die, that 
you had not made God your friend, Christ your 
Saviour, nor Heaven your home. 

My child, your parent would say. Are you indeed 
impenitent ? You were taught what you must do 
to be saved. I gave you to God in Baptism, and 
there was everything in your case to make it easy 
for you to be a pious child. You have forsaken 
the guide of your youth, and forgotten the covenant 
of your God ; I can do nothing for you. — Farewell 
my child, till the judgment day, and then, farewell 
forever ! 

Can you endure the thought of such a meeting 
with yom: departed parent, and of such a separation ? 
And must it not take place unless you are changed 
8 
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from what you now are ? Soon you may die, and 
realize all that I have described. 

Instead of this, a happy life, a calm death, and a 
joyful meeting with the departed, may be yours. 
You hare been dedicated to Gjod in Baptism, so 
that now, if you will return to God, He will receive 
you. Though you have neglected it so long, it is 
not too late. God, and Christy and the Spirit of 
Grace will rejoice to own you as their child. And 
if th^re is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over a sinner that repenteth, the news of your re- 
pentance may reach your parents and friends in 
Heaven, and make them more happy than w^ 
can describe. 

It may be that your parents are yet living. 
Nothing would give them more joy, if they are 
Christians, than to see you devoting yourself to 
God. 

You may soon stand at their dying bed ; how 
happy will you make them if they can then look 
upon you and feel that there is a probability of your 
meeting them in Heaven ! 

Perhaps they may soon be called to sfee you die. 
If you have become a Christian, you and tiiey will 
rejoice at the prospect of having a home in Heaven, 
where death cannot enter. And then, when you 
are gone, the belief that you are in Heaven will 
make them happy, and lead them to think of dying, 
with the delightful hope of seeing th^ir child a 
glorified spirit. 
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Again, if yon surrire them, and are useful in the 
TTorid, how glad will you make them, in Heaven, 
by all that you will have been permitted to do for 
Christ on earth, and how happy will they be in 
recollecting that their dedication of you to God was 
not in vaiiL 

Do you ask, What shall I do ? Go before God 
in prayer, and tell Him that you have come to 
renew the dedication that was made of you in 
Baptism. 

Then give yourself away to God in some such 
words as these : My God and Father, Saviour of 
my soul, and Holy Spirit — to whom I was given 
when I was a child — I feel that it is my duty to 
love Thee with all my heart. Thou wast good to 
me when I did not know it : Thou hast given me 
fiovLS friends to pray for me and to dedicate me to 
God. Although I was not able to give my consent 
to that dedication, I rejoice that it was made, and 1 
now come to do myself what was then done for 
me. I now give myself to God, and from this time 
I will say, My Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth. I give myself away to the Great Redeemer, 
who loved m«, and gave himself for me ; I bless 
Him that He was willing to be a child, that He 
'was oitce young like me, though He also made 
earth, and Heaven, and all things. To this Saviour, 
great and glorious as He is kind, I now give myself 
away^ toicfve and serve Him forever. I give myself 
up to the Holy Ghost, beseeching Him to dwell in 
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me, and make me pure in heart, to correct all that is 
wrong in my temper, disposition, and feelings, and 
to fill m0 with the love of God, and fit me to serve 
Him here and enjoy Him forever. 

You cannot pray in this manner, with sincerity, 
and then act accordingly, but God will hear you, 
and remember his covenant, and be your God. 
Then all things are yours : whether life or death? 
things present and things to come, all are yours j 
and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 

It may be that you, who now read these lines, 
were baptized in infancy by pious parents, but 
have renounced the faith which was their comfort 
and hope in life and death. Perhaps you have 
joifted yourself to those who reject the truths which 
they thought essential to salvation, and in the 
belief of which you were baptized. Their God you 
may have forsaken, their Saviour you may have 
denied, and the Holy Ghost, whom they adored 
and loved, you may have grieved. Some tempta- 
tion, perhaps, has lured you away from the path of 
your parents. For the sake of praise, or favour, 
or gain, or pleasure, you may have cast oflF the 
covenant which God made with your parents on 
your behalf. Or, without any obvious reason, you 
are reckless of religion, and of your soul. 

Are those parents in Heaven ? They can never 
cease to think of you ; they are waiting to hear of 
your return to that covenant which they made for 
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you with God. It is possible that you may be 
brought back. I speak on the supposition that you 
are fighting against convictions, and are determined 
not to be converted. God may affect your mind 
by that silent power which has brought hundreds 
like you to think on their ways, and return from 
their apostacy. Or He may send trouble upon you, 
and bring you back by His rod. You may indeed 
be an exception to the general rule of His grace as 
a covenant-keeping God ; but it is in vain for you 
to entrench yourself by arguments and bad influ- 
ences against His mercy. If you do not provoke 
Him to cast you off forever, the same power that* 
smote Saul to the earth, the still small voice that 
made EUjah hide his face in his mantle when he 
had withstood the thunder and whirlwind, can yet 
bring you to repentance ; though this affords you 
no ground fpr presumption. You are a baptized 
child, and you know it ; you belong to Father, 
Son, and Holt Ghost, and you cannot longer 
refuse to hear the voice of your conscience, or to 
yield to those cords of love which now are drawing 
you into covenant with your Saviour, without 
danger of being separated from your parents and of 
being abandoned of God forever. 
*8 
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Words to a Hxtsband, who has offered his child on the ground 
of the mother's faith. Evidence of kind feeling on his part. 
Feelings of a minister and of Christians towards him. Present 
difference between the parents may be eternal. Conseqaences. 
The mother and child in Heaven. The father lost. His 
recollections of home. Appeal to him from God's goodness in 
givbg him a child. Obligation and indacement to consecrate 
himself to God. 

Refusal of a hosband to have his child baptized. Unfavorable 
influence on his character. "Effects of the opposite conduct 
Cases of the first kind. Consequence of injudicious marriagd. 
Duty of the wife and friends in the case. Discipline of the 
mother iu faith and prayer. Wives of impenitent husbands. 
Influence of either upon the other a decided one. The wife's 
danger and duty. 

A household without religion. An infant placed there. Meditations 
upon suoh a hodse. The parents poor. Life not the only season 
of trouble and sorrow to the impenitent. Appeal from their 
children. Feelings of children in eternity towards irreligious 
parents. The dwelling of the rich. Children and other blessings. 
Susceptibilities to pleasure. Prospect beyond the grave. The 
whole family in hell. The whole family in Heaven. Fearful 
responsibility of impenitent parents. Dedication of themselves 
and children ui^ed. 

Baptism in the Mother^ s name. 

It is pleasing to see a man who is not a member 
of the church, or by profession a Christian, ready 
and willing to assist his wife in presenting her 
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child for Baptism, It is an evidence that shame 
does not triumph over his respect and afiection for 
his wife and the mother of his children, and that 
the fear of man that bringeth a snare has not wholly 
entwined itself about his conscience. The man 
who truly promises to respect and honour his wife, 
will remember that he is to respect her conscience 
and honour her fear of the Lord ; and he will do 
this when she wishes to offer her child in Baptism, 
though he knows that he will be condemned by it 
for not being able to offer the child in his own 
name. 

Though one feeling which we have in seeing a 
man do this, is that of respect for the submission 
of his own feelings to those of his wife, we caimot 
repress other feelings, and it may be proper to state 
them here. 

We always think. Shall the wide separation, 
which now exists between these parents, continue 
forever, and one of them be in Heaven, while the 
other is lost ? Shall this father look up tdVards 
Heaven from his future abode in eternity, and say, 
* I might have been there with my family, had 1 
been wise to know what was for my peace ! ' Shall 
he look round upon scenes of guilt and torment 
in hell, and remember the fireside and the home 
that smiled at his coming in, the wife of his youth, 
and the children whose footsteps and voices once 
made him think that he was the happiest man on 
earth! 
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It is affecting to see such a man hold up his child 
for Baptism. God has placed the little creature in 
his care, and now he seems to present it to his 
Maker as an expression of gratitude, and of desire 
for His blessing ; but on the part of its mother 
alone ! Why not on his part ? Shall God give 
you a child, and his goodness not lead you to 
repentance? Can you hold up such a proof of 
God's love as a child is, and not give your own 
self to the Lord? Does not such a scene bear 
witness to the duty and obligation of loving God ? 
and is it not a delightful opportimity for you to * 
consecrate yourself to God, when you come to His 
temple with His gift in your hands, and draw 
so near to Him in an act of dedication? If the 
reader is one who has offered up his children for 
Baptism in their mother's name, remember that God 
says, * I will be a God to thee and to thy seed ; ' 
and let His goodness lead you to repentance. You 
will remember these scenes of your children's con- 
secration in eternity: Shall it be with them, in 
Heaven? That happiness is now within your 
reach. 

The cases are rare, and yet they do occur, in 
which fathers ar« not willing that their wives 
should have their children baptized. When this 
arises from self-will, as it frequently does, it 
indicates a state of general feeling in the man at 
home, which is not wholly favorable to domestic 
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happiness, nor to his reputation as a husband and 
father. It is a great injury to a man to be an unkind 
and disobUging husband; it injures him in his 
inner man, in ways which he does not suspect; 
whereas the smallest acts that indicate the submis- 
sion of his own feelings to those of his wife in 
certain cases, and that under consideration is one of 
them — has a good influence upon him, by making 
him a better and a happier man. 

But we have known cases in which these con- 
siderations could not be appreciated, but the man 
has persisted in a rude and almost brutal jesistance 
of his wife's desire to dedicate her children in 
Baptism. When the wife, though pious before 
marriage, consented against the remonstrances of 
friends and of her own conscience, to unite herself 
with one who she knew did not fear God, and 
perhaps was addicted to bad habits, we see her sin 
in her punishment so clearly, as not to feel that her 
desire to dedicate her children can be as sincere 
and pious as it might have seemed under different 
circmnstances ; — and still, we feel more anxious 
to surround the children of such a union with 
religious influences. 

There are cases in which the wife has become a 
Christian after marriage, and has wished to dedicate 
her children in Baptism ; but her husband, himself 
a despiser of religion, will not yield to argument 
or persuasion. What jrfiall we say to such a man ? 
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Anything of the nature of stern remonstrance, 
may only make him more desperate in his general 
resistance to religious influences, and to this par- 
ticular proposition. Something may be done by 
making him feel that it is the interest you take in 
his children, and not any design upon him, that 
leads you to urge the matter of their Baptism. The 
thought, kindly expressed, of his being an obstacle 
in the way of their salvation, and an aj^al to his 
better feelings in waiving his own opinions to please 
his wife, may have some effect upon him. When 
you look at the power of a quiet south wind in 
sinking piles of snow and ice into the earth, you 
cannot but think how true an emblem it is of the 
influence of *soft answers,' and of a course of 
uniform meekness and kindness in melting a stub- 
bora heart. 

The mother, especially, should never cease from 
prayer and judicious effort ; by the circumstances of 
her situation, God may be trying the strength of 
her faith and her importunity, and may suspend 
great blessings for her family upon the result of the 
trial. 

The wives of impenitent husbands are too apt to 
suffer themselves to be drawn away from their own 
standard of duty, instead of seeking continually to 
draw their husbands to that standard. You either 
see a softening influence working upon the man's 
character, at least in the way of restraint, from the 
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pious example and the consistency of his wife, or 
else the wife, however exemplary before marriage, 
sinks down into a state of stupidity, or confomaity 
to the world. A Christian in such a union needs 
to mark that passage, ? Peter, 1 : 10. " Give dili- 
gence to make your calling and election sure," for 
daily meditation and prayer; — not for her own 
sake <wily, but for the sake of the oflfspring whose 
eternal destiny is, in a special manner, and in the 
midst of peculiar dangers, {daced under her care. 
It should be the mother^s constant endeavom: to 
have her children baptized, so as to surround them 
with every possible religious influence, as well as 
for the influence which her vows may exert upon 
her own conduct in her family. 

This book may find its way into a house where 
neither of the parents are pious, and their children 
are growing up without rehgion. Perhaps there is 
an infant in this house, the joy of its parents, the 
gift of God, an immortal spirit destined to Heaven 
or hell, and that according as the influence or neg- 
lect of these parents may decide. 

It is melancholy to be in a house where God is 
not regarded. Over this dwelling no angel Ustens 
to the voice of prayer or praise. On its door-post 
is written by invisible hands, Without God in the 
world. No blood of the passover marks it as a 
dweUing of some of God's people ; no altar at the 
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fireside or in the chamber, invokes his presence and 
blessing. 

Here is a family bound together by ties the most 
interesting of any on earth. Perhaps the parents 
are poor, and are compelled to labour hard for 
a living. 

How sad to think that after working like slaves 
to live a few years, they may go where the wicked 
never cease from troubling, and the weary are not 
at rest ! How desirable that they should have God 
for their portion, and Heaven for their home, so 
that years of toil and hardship here may be fol- 
lowed by rest and joy, made doubly sweet by 
earthly trials. But now, there is reason to fear that 
the family, parents and children, will struggle 
through a hard life, only to meet a worse condition 
together beyond the grave. 

Grod now appeals to your hearts through your 
infant child, or older children. Labour not for the 
meat that perisheth to sustain the life of your child, 
as though this were your whole duty. Remember 
that God has committed the forming period of an 
immortal spirit's history and condition to you, and 
that your irelation to this child is forever to be to 
you a source of joy or sdhrow. You must dedicate 
this child to God, and bring it up for Heaven. 

Then, first, give your own selves to the Lord ; 
It will be cruelty which that child will imderstand 
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and feel, if it should be lost, and will utter impreca- 
tions upon you for it, if you shall neglect its early 
religious instruction. It may hereafter cry, "O 
that I had been bom a heathen, and my parents 
had thrown me upon the shore. Then my soul 
might have been taken to Heaven, and now I 
should have been a saint in light, but my Christian 
parents were the cause of my eternal pain ! " If 
you would not occasion such weeping and wailing 
from that child, who now smiles at you as its pro- 
tectors, give yourselves with your oflfspring to God 
in the bonds of his covenant. 

Perhaps in your dwelling God has poured out a 
profusion of goodness, and with children. He has- 
given you much to charm the eye and delight the 
heart, and you may be highly susceptible to the 
refined pleasures of life. All this you may now 
have^ without religion, or a prospect of happiness 
beyond the grave. Your hopes ai^ bounded by 
the narrow term of life ; you and your children 
have no provision for another world. What must 
it be for you, so sensitive to pleasure and pain, to 
be shut out of Heaven with your family, and to 
spend eternity with them in the world of sin and 
sufiering ! What exquisJte pleasure will be yours, 
if all your present sources of happiness and suscep- 
tibilities to enjoyment, are refined and perpetuated 
•in Heaven;— ^ and if home and the relations of 
9 
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life, are so delightful to you here, can y6u bear 
the thought of being stripped, like a tree by the 
blast of winter, of those attachments that now con- 
stitute your chief, perhaps your only, happiness ? 
Consider what distress and ruin you are bringing 
upon this beloved household, by neglecting to 
consecrate yourself and them to God. You are 
preparing the way for their final separation, or for 
their united banishment from God. Your kindness 
to them here, your afiectionate endeavours to make 
them happy in this world, will only make their 
doom and their future portion more dreadful, by its 
contrast with their happiness in this life. But who 
•can paint their bliss, if, by your pious and faithful 
conduct, the whole meet in Heaven ! What way 
of eflFecting this is more suitable than to dedicate 
your children, and yourself with them, to God ! 
What motive can more properly lead you to begin 
a religious life, than a seasonable concern for the 
souls whose destiny God has in a measure entrusted 
to your care ? 
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CHAPTER IX. 

RESTRICTION OF Infant Baptism to the children of believers. 
I. The ancient privilege of believers. The sign of the covenant 
with them. Illastration. The rainbow. No reason why 
either should cease. II. Inconsistency of one who is not a 
Christian offering a child to God. Principle of divine govern- 
ment. Importance of a visible distinction between the church 
and the world. Answers to objections. 

On being re-baptized. Its impropriety shown, from the 
meaning of Baptism. Cases of adult Baptism by the apostles, 
and the Baptism of Christ not in point Baptism not a profession 
of religion. Right view of this matter, and an argument from it 
To be re-baptized b to renounce the previous Baptism. Solenm 
and responsible act 

On what grounds is Infant Baptism restricted to 
the offspring of believers ? ■ 

When God revived his church in Abraham, who 
was the father of all them that believe, He made 
the consecration of children, and their admission 
with their parents into covenant, the privilege and 
duty of his peculiar people. It was to them a 
precious privilege, it gratified the parental affection, 
and was a bond between the pious Israelite and 
God. If believers now do not enjoy this privilege, 
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if their ofispring do not bear a peculiar relation to 
God, and God to them, we are deprived of a great 
blessing, and that toa^ under a dispensation which 
professes to be superiour to that which is past in 
the richness of its blessings. 

This privilege does not seem by its nature to be 
restricted to one age or dispensation ; it grows out 
of the natural relation of parents and children. 
When God would mark by a peculiar token, the cov- 
enant made by Him with believers, He selected the 
natural affection of parents for their children, and, 
as it were, sanctified or set apart this instinct, to be 
a sign between Him and them. Many years before, 
He had, in the same manner, set apart the natural 
effect of the sunlight upon the retiring cloud, as a 
sign of His covenant that the waters should no 
more deluge the earth, and this was an appropriate 
and beautiful emblem of his covenant. And now, 
as the bow in the cloud is as fresh and fair to us 
as when eight souls hailed it as the sign of God's 
covenant with them and with the world, as the 
principle in nature by which it is produced is ever- 
lasting, and as the significancy of it is as cheering 
to us as to those who saw it spanning the Heavens 
after the flood, so God's recognition of parental 
aflfection in believers, and the bestowment of his 
blessing upon it, is as desirable and precious now, 
and the principle and reason of it is the same now, 
and its significancy as a sign of his covenant is as 
great now, as in the days of the early church. 
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We cannot believe that the important article of 
a peculiar relation of the believer's ofispring to God 
and of God to them is omitted in the New Cov- 
enant, iBspecially when we -consider that there is 
nothing in that relation which was any more 
peculiar car preciouB to Abraham and the Jews, 
than to Christian parents, and nothing in its nature 
that required its restriction to one age or dispen- 
siOion. 

Our belief of the peculiar relation of the children 
of believers to God, established in the ancient 
church, and continued without repeal, in the 
Christian dispensation, is not the only reason for 
restricting Infant Baptism to the children of be- 
lievers. 

It is inconsistent for a man to do that for another 
which it is the other's duty to do for himself, but 
which, without good reason, he is unwilling to do. 
This is the case when parents, who have never 
given their own selves to God in covenant, propose 
to oflfer Him their children, that his covenant may 
be established with them. There is an inconsis- 
tency in their conduct that must strike every one 
who does not regard the ordinance as a mere 
ceremony. They seem to say, as they stand 
before the congregation. We are not willing to 
have that God tor our portion, whom we now ask 
to be the God and portion of our child. 

Do you pity the child which is therefore ex- 
*9 
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eluded from the privileges of Infant Baptism by the 

fault of its parents ? This is in accordance with 

the great principle in the earthly government of 

God, by which children are* affected, for good or 

ct of their parents. One way in 

to influence men, is through their 

nd affections. It has been one 

f to impress this principle upon 

the minds of parents, and to induce those who are 

not pious, to have mercy upon their children, and 

for their sajces, upon themselves. Until they 

acknowledge God as their God, it is inconsistent 

for them to profess to do it for their children ; it 

can be only a profession. 

It is the tendency of this age to break down the 
distinction between the church and the world, and 
Christians, as they grow worldly, acquiesce in the 
tendency. While we should not boast ourselves as 
the peculiar people of God, — if we are ashamed 
before the world of our profession and hope as such, 
God will cast us off. We should insist on the 
restriction of Infant Baptism to the children of 
visible Christians, as not only right and proper in 
itself, but as peculiarly important now, to make the 
churches feel that they have privileges, and obliga- 
tions also, which distinguish them from the world. 
' But every Jeia could have his child circumcised ,• 
and it is said that Infant Baptism is in the place of 
circumcision.' 
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The whole Jewish nation, was then, the church 
of God ; and other nations were, in a well-known 
use of the term, the world. All members of the 
visible church now, are entitled to the privilege of 
having their children baptized. 

'But some church members who have their 
children baptized, are not so faithful with their 
childrea as some who do not profess to be 
Christians.' 

This is true, and greatly to be lamented, as well 
as the fact that there were some Jews who had the 
privilege of circumcision, who were not so faithful, 
perhaps, as some heathens. On the same principle, 
however, upon which Christ said of the wheat and 
tares, Let both grow together till the harvest, we 
must give Baptism to the children of those who are 
connected with the visible church, without respect 
to their private character as parents. To their 
Master, between whom and themselves they have 
made a solemn covenant, they must stand or fall. 

It may be that the reader is one who has doubts 
about the validity of his Baptism in infancy, or 
childhood, on the ground that he was not capable 
of giving his assent to the rite when he was 
baptized. 

What is signified by Christian Baptism ? I an- 
swer, The separation or consecration of the baptized 
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person to the belief and practice of that religion, in 
distinction from all others, of which Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost are the objects of worship. The 
performance of the rite of Baptism is only the 
placing of a badge on the baptized person, or a 
solemn mode of signifying his consecration. Now 
if you have done that for yourself which was 
implied by your Baptism, if you have consecrated 
yourself to God, and in spirit and in truth have em- 
braced the Christian religion, the repetition of the 
ordinance can add nothing to what it has already 
done for you. You now have all which it signifies. 
To seek a repetition of the outward form would be 
to exalt a rite above its spiritual end. If you have 
gained the latter, it is all which was intended by 
the ordinance. 

It is no argument against Infant Baptism that 
those who are mentioned as baptized by the apos- 
tles were mostly adults. This does not prove that 
none but adults were baptized. 

Christ was not baptized in infancy, for the plain 
reason that Baptism in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost had not then been 
established. So that the example of Christ, or 
of believers baptized by the apostles is no warrant 
fqr us to be re-baptized. 

Some think that Baptism is a profession of reli- 
gion, and that for this reason they must be baptized 
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when they make that profession. But the Scriptures 
represent Baptism as somethmg given to us, rather 
than something done by us; — a. privilege, to be 
received, rather than a duty to be p^formed. So 
the Eunuch seemed to think. He looked upon 
Baptism as something to be done to him and for 
him. " See, here is water : what dpth hinder me 
to be baptized. And Philip said, not) Thou 
oughtest, but thou may est ; it was permission, and 
a grant, rather than an act. 

Baptism is not our profession to God, but His 
profession to us ; His seal placed upon us : and if 
it was placed upon you in infancy, and He has 
since owned it in your conversion, is it not taking 
an unwarrantable freedom with a sacred and solemn 
thing to demand it a second time ? 

By being re-baptized, you reject your Infant 
Baptism. It may be owing to that covenant which 
your parents made with God for you when you 
were baptized, that you now have a hope of Heaven. 
It is probable that God, who remembers his cov- 
enant for those that love Him, and for their 
children, connected all your spiritual blessings with 
your early dedication. Now, besides the useless- 
ness of repeating the form of Baptism when* you 
have all that is signified by it, is it not a serious 
matter for you to renounce, as you propose to do, 
the covenant which God made with your parents 
for you when you were young ? Your object in 
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doing it, you say, is to make a covenant with Him 
in your own name. But have you not done this 
already? 

If you are re-baptized, you will come forth before 
the world, not so much to make a covenant with 
God, as to renoimce the covenant already made 
for you, with your parents, by your God and 
Saviour. Your language will be, " I do not believe 
that God made a covenant with my parents for me." 
But if He did, as we believe, you may put a stop 
to the blessings of that covenant, and to the an- 
swer of the prayers made for you by pious parents 
and the church at your Baptism; — prayers yet 
waiting to be fulfilled in blessings upon you and 
yours to many generations. 
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His eyes were ^blasted with excess of light,' so 
that he was blind three days and three nights. 
You can easily imagine his excitement of mind^ 
and his consequent prostration of bodily strength, 
especially when you consider that during these 
three days and three nights, * he neither did eat nor 
drink.' 

As he sat in the house, there came to him one of 
his intended victims, the leader of the Christian 
band, and probably the one to whom he would first 
have done violence. The meek disciple lays his 
hand upon the blind man's head, and says, ' Brother 
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who appeared to thee 
in the way as thou earnest; has sent me that thou 
mayest receive thy sight, and be filled with the 
Holy Ghost.' Were there no strong emotions 
in the mind of Saul, at the pressure of that hand, 
and at the sound of that voice ? And when * there 
fell from his eyes as it had been scales, and he 
received sight,' and looked round upon the little 
company of disciples watching him with wonder 
and compassion, and compared the scene with the 
anticipated scenes of blood for which he had come 
to that place, could his condition have been such 
as to admit of his being led out to a river to be 
immersed ? He had not eaten anything for three 
days and three nights, and did not eat till he had 
been baptized ; for it is said, ' He arose and was 
baptized; and when he received meat he was 
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Strengthened.' How natural to suppose that water 
was applied to him in a way consistent with his 
exhausted condition. It is most rational to suppose 
that it was done by affusion. 

The public T^aptism of ^aul, the persecutor, in 
*Abana or Pharpar, rivers of Damascus,' would 
have made such an impression in favour of Christi- 
anity, that it is probable it would not have been 
omitted, if the practice of the apostles had been to 
baptize by immersion. They would have strength- 
ened him with meat, and then would have made a 
great occasion of his Baptism. Had this been done, 
it seems probable that so exciting a scene would 
have been noticed by the sacred historian. But 
the Baptism is passed over with a few words, 
because, as we believe, it took place in the house, 
and was performed by sprinkling, inasmuch as the 
condition of Saul could not have permitted any 
other mode. 

II. Another case in which there is every reason 
to believe that the mode of Baptism was not 
immersion, is that of the jailer at Philippi. Paul 
and Silas were bruised and sore, from the stripes 
which they had but just received. The earthquake 
had, of course, alarmed the city, and the streets 
were not so empty and still as at other times. Can 
any one suppose that Paul and Silas would have 
ventured forth, with a whole household, into the 
10 
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Streets of a city just alarmed by an earthquake ? 
Would the jailer have had such disregard for his 
own hfe, and for that of the apostles, as to have 
carried these state prisoners outside the prison gates 
at midnight ? Would the apostles have ventured 
into a river, at that season, in the wounded stske of 
their bodies ? Can any one suppose that immersion 
held such a place in the minds of the apostles that 
they would disregard all these circumstances, for 
the purpose of getting this family into the river at 
the dead of night ? 

" But the gailer, and his household, and Saul, 
may have been immersed in a bathing vessel." 

And they may have been sprinkled. One supposi- 
tion is as good as the other. 

There is more probability that sprinkling or 
pouring was used, than immersion in a bathing 
vessel. There is something ofiensive and unnatural 
in the supposition of the latter mode. Think of 
the process of baptizing a whole family in this 
manner. From the expression, 'all his houise,' 
there would seem to have been a considerable 
number in the jailer's family, either of adults or 
children. Suppose that they were all adults j — and 
that some of them were such, is probable from the oc- 
cupation of the jailer, which required assistants or ser- 
vants. A bathing vessel is filled ; the jailer is ordered 
to prepare himself, his family and domestics, to be 



Digitized by LjOOQiC 



BAPTISM OF THE JAILER's HOUSE. 103 

immersed. Is it probable that they all had garments 
suited to the service ? One of them lies down in 
the vessel, and Paul or Silas bends his aching body, 
and in so doing, breaks the wounds that had 
stiffened in their blood. It required no small 
exercise of strength to lay a full-sized man into a 
bathing vessel and lift him up again, and the apos- 
tles, Qnly a few hours before, had been severely 
beaten. The service for the jailer is finished. The 
wife comes next ; an hour before, she was a heathen, 
and had just received impressions of divine truth 
that had filled her with wonder and joy ; now, she is 
commanded to lie down in the bathing vessel before 
her servants, and two strange Jews. 

Is the same water used for each successive sub- 
ject? Or are their common feelings of decency 
such that the vessel must be emptied and filled 
again after each Baptism ? No one of them would 
ordinarily bathe in the water that another had 
inimersed himself in; they therefore must have 
filled the vessel each time with clean water; — and 
all this is supposed to have been done in that most 
interesting hour when the minds of the household 
were awakened and anxious, or were just rejoicing 
in hope. Their thoughts must be turned off from 
Christ and the way of salvation, to the process of 
lying down in a bathing vessel — a service which 
must have been strangely inconsistent with their 
state of mind, and must have given them bad im- 
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pressions of a religion that could neglect the soul, 
in its moments of intense feeling, for a ceremony 
so inconvenient, unnatural, and improper, and of 
ludicrous rather than impressive eflfect. 

Nothing is gained by supposing that there was a 
large number of vessels in the house or prison. 
The performance of a service that required such 
effort on the part of the apostles, and such prepa- 
ration on the part of the household, at such a time, 
a service that must have occasioned a distraction of 
thought and feeling, which the apostles would have 
been anxious to prevent, has no semblance of prob- 
ability in its favour. 

But look at a different scene. The family are 
gathered in one room. One of the apostles is 
preaching to them Jesus. The way to be saved is 
clearly pointed out ; one after another breaks forth 
in some expression of joy, penitence, or confession. 
The apostles discern the evidence of true conver- 
sion, and wish to consecrate the household to the 
Christian faith. Water is brought in a convenient 
form. Each bows the head, and the emblem of the 
Spirit's influence descends like the small rain upon 
the tender herb. All is still, save when the name 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is uttered by the 
apostle, or the feelings of the new converts break 
through the restraint of the service. Everything 
in the scene deepens the impressions of divine 
truth; no change of garments, no labour, no 
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promiscuous meeting, or exposure, around a bath, 
disturbs the thoughts of the inquirers after eternal 
hfe. It is difficult to believe that this household 
were not baptized by sprinkling. 

III. The case of the Eunuch may next be con- 
sidered. When he said, " See, here is water," 
what reason is there for concluding that it was a 
deep river, and not a shallow stream ? And why 
could they not go down out of the chariot to a brookf 
as well as down into a river ? for the prepositions 
here used, may be rendered either way. 

Besides, if the expression, down into the water, 
certainly denotes that the Eunuch was immersed, 
then Philip must have been immersed also ; for 
they both went down into the water, ' both PhiUp 
and the Eunuch.' Many do not consider that doion 
into, does not mean down under; if it does, 
the Eunuch must have immersed Philip, or Philip 
must have plunged into the stream ; for one went 
as much into the water as the other. The prepo- 
sition here used does not necessarily lead any 
further than to the edge of the water ; down to the 
water. And then, allowing that they did step into 
the water, it is as likely that sprinkling took place 
as immersion. 

It is not probable that the Eunuch would put the 
garments, in which he was riding, upon his wet 
body; nor that he had conveniences for making 
*10 
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himself comfortable after bathing ; nor that he took 
the trouble to have his change of raiment removed 
from its secured place ; for he merely commanded 
the chariot to stand still, and took nothing with 
him to the water, nor did any servant bear anything 
after him, nor do we read that he went through 
any. process of arraying himself afresh after his 
Baptispi. The whole narrative leaves the impres- 
sion on the mind that he and Philip stood in the 
water, or by the side of it, (according as the prepo- 
sition is translated down intOj or down to) and that 
PhiUp baptized him with water raised in his hand. 
Here, if any change at all was needed in their dress, 
it could only have been to loose their sandals from 
their feet ; for in those countries, the lower part 
of the limbs was bare, and the loose garment 
which they wore around them could easily be 
adjusted without being removed. We never see 
the picture of * Philip baptizing the Eunuch,' in 
which they are both represented as up to their 
waists in water, without thinking of all the incon- 
veniences before -end after the service, which make 
it improbable that immersion was the mode of 
Baptism. It is much more easy to think of them 
as standing by the side of the vater, and the 
Ethiopian, without the confusion which exposure 
to a stranger would occasion, without the incon- 
venience or trouble of a change of dress, or the 
natural agitation which any one feels in the hands 
of another in the water, receiving from PhiUp the 
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simple sign^f the affusion of God's Spirit, while 
the small drops that flow from his temples upon 
his dress, affect his mind more than the violent 
rushing of waves over him. Without excitement, 
agitation, or delay, his thoughts averted not even 
for a moment by the simple rite from the theme of 
Philip's discourse, and bearing upon his head the 
fresh emblem of his separation to the Christian 
faith, he ascends the chariot, and goes on his way 
rejoicing. 

IV. In regard to John's Baptism, it seems most 
probable that sprinkling or pouring was the mode of 
applying the water. It is not probable that the 
multitudes of men and women who came to John 
were immersed in the dress which they then had 
on ; and that they were uncovered in that promis- 
cuous assembly ^is not to be supposed ; that they 
all had changes of rsdment, or that they could or 
would have used them under such circumstances, 
if they had them, is incredible. Besides, they 
could go down into the water, and come up /rom, 
or out of the water, as well if they stood and 
were sprinkled, as if they were immersed. They 
had only to leave their sandals on the shore, and 
adjusting their dress, which was convenient for 
such a service, step into the stream where the 
Baptist stood, receive the affusion of water from his 
hand, which would cost him but Uttle effort 
compared to the labour of plunging and raising 
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multitudes, and then retire for others to come 
around him in quick succession. That a human 
creature, especially of one of whom it is said, * John 
did no miracle,' could have endured the labour of 
plunging multitudes day after day, is amongst the 
many improbabilities of the case. 

From this, it would follow that our Lord was 
not immersed. If he was baptized m Jordan, if he 
went into the river and came up out of the water, 
all this it was iqj>st convenient to do in order to be 
sprinkled. How far into the river he went, we are 
not told. The improbabilities of immersion, in the 
other cases of John's Baptism, lead us to suppose 
that the Baptist took his usual place in the river, 
but only so far in as not to be obliged to stoop 
far to yaise the water ia his hand ; and that Christ 
was thus baptized by affusion. The contrary can- 
not be proved, and this, imder the circumstances, 
is most probable. 

'John was baptizing in Enon, near to Salim, 
betause there was much water there,' not because 
he immersed : for the words much water are, in 
the o^ginal, many waters, or streams, convenient 
for the multitudes and their cattle. Had he bap- 
tized by immersion, one stream would have 
answered his purpose ; and m^any waters would 
have been useless. 

V. Then as to the three thousand on the day of 
Pentecost, it cannot be made at all probable that 
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they were immersed. Did they stand all day in 
the clothes in which they were plimged ? Or had 
they suits of apparel, or convenient places to prepare 
for immersion ? Besides, it cannot be shown to be 
possible that the apostles could have immersed three 
thousand in the given time, even if their strength 
would have sufficed. All these cases appear to us 
to have been cases of sprinkling or affusion. 
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Mode of BaptisM) contuiaed. 'Buried in Baptism.' No 
reference in the expression to any mode. The word * Baptize,' 
used without reference to a mode. Illustrations. Lord's Supper. 
3n of Israel. Mode of Baptism amongst 
uncertain. Reasons for baptizing only by 
e of opinion on the mode of Baptism, 
not prescribed in the New Testament 
e nature of Christianity. Further illustra- 
pper. Conformity to the original mode of 

JS. 

UNO Baptism by affusioit. Conclu- 

H TO BB RB-BAPTIZED. 



There is an expression in the New Testament, 
which, perhaps, more than any other, leads many 
to believe that the proper mode of Baptism is 
immersion. The expression is found in two 
places. 

Romans vi, 4. Therefore we are buried with 
him by Baptism into death. 

Colossians ii, 12. Buried with him in Baptism. 

It is S2dd that these passages refer to the mode 
of Christ's Baptism as being that of burial or immer- 
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sion, and indicate that those who were baptized 
in the apostles' time, were buried, or immersed, in 
water. 

It does not appear to me that there is the least 
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his fellow Christians, were baptized like Christ, if 
Christ were immersed, and Paul were sprinkled. 

When, therefore, it is said of Christians that they 
are buried with Him in Baptism the meaning is, 
They must regard their Baptism, whenever, and in 
whatever way performed, as obliging them to be 
dead and buried to sin, because Christ died and was 
buried that they might thus die unto sin. An 
attentive perusal of Romans vi, will confirm this 
view of the subject ; and compared with the sol- 
emn and important doctrine there enforced, the idea 
of a mere similarity in an outward form of Baptism 
is tame and without effect. 

Those who practise immersion seek to derive 
some authority for it from the original classical use 
of the word Baptize. This is not sufficient, in our 
view, to warrant the belief that immersion alone is 
Baptism. It is often said, ^ Baptizo, in Greek, 
means, to plunge, or to immerse j therefore, when 
we are commanded to be baptized, we must be tm- 
m^sed, or it is no Baptism.' 
' The word supper means a full meal ; following 
Out the above argument. Unless you eat Sifullm^eal 
at the Lord's Table, you have not eaten the Lord*s 
Supper ! 

The word Baptize, we see from this, is sometimes 
used in the New Testament, just as the word Sup^ 
per is. employed in connection with the other 
ordinance, — not to denote the quantity, or dLmode^ 
but merely a reUgious use of a common thing, 
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without respect to form or quantity. We have 
eaten the Lord's Supper, when we have taken only 
the smallest part of each element ; we are Baptized, 
let the original meaning of the word be as it may, 
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devotement, without reference to its being done by 
immersion, or in any other way; the writer 
probably meant to express this thought, that the 
Israelites, as they followed the cloud, were sufom 
under Moses by the solemn act of passing through 
the divided sea under his guidance. 

It cannot be said, therefore, that baptize always 
means, and ought always to be translated, immerse. 
The word, in this case and in others, has passed 
into the signification of a religious devotement, 
without reference to mode, or quantity of water. 

That the earliest Christians baptized by immer- 
sion, there is more assertion or inference than 
authentic testimony ; but that immersion was prac- 
ticed within 200 years after the apostles, and then 
for many centuries, is evident beyond dispute. 
Whether the practice did descend from the imme- 
diate successors of the apostles, no one can 
determine. 

It is easy for controversial writers to . assert or 
deny the contrary, but an appeal to the proper 
authorities shows us that the mode of Baptism 
immediately after the apostles' time, is not known. 

Grant, now, that there are reasons which convince 
some that immersion was practiced by the apostles. 
We cannot feel their force. We see these reasons ; 
we imderstand the argument from the original 
meaning of the word baptize; but this no more 
convinces us that Christian Baptism must be per- 
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binds us to no one form in any ordinance or service ; 
and in this respect it breathes a free spirit, and seeks 
in its worshippers only the spirit, and the spiritual 
truth. It permits inunersion, pouring, sprinkhng, 
in Baptism, and owns, by the richest of Heaven's 
blessings, — the gift of that Spirit, whose influence 
is emblematized by the water, — all true Christians 
of every name, in whatever form the water of Bap- 
tism may have been applied to their bodies. 

Observe the spirit of the Christian religion in 
regard to modes and forms, as illustrated in the 
Lord's Supper. This Supper was instituted in an 
upper room at midnight ; there was no leaven in 
the bread used on the occasion, (for Christ had 
called his disciples together to eat the Passover;) 
they reclined upon couches around the table, lean- 
ing the head upon the left arm ; hence, John is said 
to have leaned upon Jesus' bosom, because he lay 
next to Him, (which was a common mark of favour 
to the particular friend of the master of the feast,) 
and his head was on the Saviour's breast. There 
were no females present at this Supper. 

Now, Christ has said, Do this in remembrance of 
me. Does any Christian church do this, in the 
form and manner here described. On what princi- 
ple do we vary from it ? We say. The outward 
form is not essential to the validity and intention of 
the ordinance. So long «a bread and wine are 
used in remembrance «f the Lord, the ordinance is 
satisfactory to every communicant, and no one feels 
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that he does not rcoeive the Lord's Supper because 
the mode in which it is itdministered differs trcmx 
that in which Christ gaye it to his disciples. 

If the precise mode in which the first Supper 
was celebrated is not essential to the right observ- 
ance of that ordinance, we cannot see that any 
particular mode of applying water is essential to 
Christian Baptism. If strictness of form is 
necessary in either of the ordinances, we should be 
more afraid of deviating from the original mode in 
which the Supper was first celebrated, because it 
is said, Whoso eateth and drinketh imworthily, is 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. The 
man who should insist upoa having the Lord's 
Supper administered in precise imitation of the form 
used by Christ, would, however, have more reason 
for his requirement, in our view, than if he should 
insist upon one form of Baptism. There can be no 
difference of opinion as to the manner in which the 
Supper was celebrated ,• but there is more reason to 
believe, that, in several cases, to say the least, 
Baptism was formerly administered otherwise than 
by immersion, than that it was administered by 
immersion at all. 

It would seem, from all that has been said, that 
God has purposely left the mode of Baptism unde- 
termined, because it is imimportant ; and that we 
are no more confined to one mode in this ordinance, 
than to one precise posture of the body, to the use 
11* ' 
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of one kind of bread or wine, to the hour of 
midnight, or to an upper room, in celebrating the 
Lord's Supper. It is, in our view, one of the most 
beautiful traits of Christianity, that it triumphs over 
external modes and forms, and seeks only a spirit- 
ual effect by its two simple rites : leaving it to the 
choice of every Christian in what way to have 
water administered to him in Baptism, and in what 
way, so far as outward forms are concerned, he will 
receive the Lord's Supper. 

If it be asked why we prefer Baptism by sprink- 
ling, to Baptism by immersion, the answer is as 
follows : 

It seems to us more agreeable to the various 
circumstances of seasons, age, sex, health, con- 
venience, comfort, propriety, composure of mind. 
It is the only form of Baptism which can be 
practiced with convenience in all climates, at all 
seasons of the year. It has an advantage over 
immersion in a river, in the fact that we are not 
restricted by the weather from baptizing in this 
manner ; and it seems to us unlikely that God would 
prescribe any mode of a religious ordinance, under 
the Christian dispensation, which could not, if we 
wished it, be performed for several months in a 
year. We cannot feel that i| is consistent with 
the spirit of Christianity to break the ice of a river 
for the purpose of Christian BSBiptism ; — not that 
any one is forbidden to do it who soes fit, or that 
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any one has authority to question the Christian 
liberty of his fellow Christians in this particular, 
for that would be an equal violation of the spirit of 
Christianity ; but it strikes the natural feelings of 
most men as an austerity which does not comport 
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think is inconsistent with the spirit of the Christian 
religion. 

In view of all that has now been said, the reader, 
whom I have supposed to have been baptized in 
infancy, may see reason to betieve that the mode 
of Baptism is not essential to its validity, and there- 
fore, if he is satisfied that he was a proper subject 
for Baptism, as I have also endeavoured to show, 
and shall illustrate further, there is no ground for 
scruples about his Infant Baptism. 

It may be that you are already a member of a 
Christian church. If you are not deceived, you 
have had communion with God, and Christ, and the 
Spirit of all grace, which has been to you a seal of 
your hope. If you know anything, you know thai; 
you love God. You have had evidence, since 
your connection with the church, of some increase 
in Christian character, and of acceptance with 
God. 

Perhaps you have become dissatisfied with your 
Baptism by affusion; you propose to leave your 
church, be immersed, and join another church who 

im- 



lief 

wrn . 

ut, 

as 
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I now do, I feel at liberty to speak with the freedom 
of a Pastor to the members of his flock. 

Your feelings and proposed conduct may be thus 
illustrated. I take so familiar a case with some 
hesitation ; yet, as it aptly expresses the writer's 
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in the midst of regrets, went to the outer door, and 
shut himself into the street, then rung the bell, the 
door was opened, in due form, he was ushered into 
the room, paid proper respects to his host aifd each 
member of the company, and took his seat again at 
table. 

His host hardly knew whether to smile at his 
scrupulous and formal conduct, or to reprove him 
gently for thinking that after he had received the 
most satisfying proofs of regard, he should suppose 
him to be so set about modes and forms as to wish 
to have this disturbance made by an attempt at a 
more ceremonious introduction. 

Such j^)pears to me to be the conduct of every 
Christian who, having received proofs of divine 
favour in his connection with the church of Christ, 
must needs go through the ceremony of joining the 
church of Christ again, because he thinks that 
Christ would have the water of Baptism apjdied to 
the body in a different quantity, or by a different 
mode! And I cannot but feel that Christ looks 
• upon such conduct, perhaps with great tenderness 
and compassion, but at the same time with sorrow 
thai his friend should have no better knowledge of 
the nature and spirit of Christianity, as distinguished 
£rom Judaism. 
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hesitate to receive a man into the church, even if 
they were satisfied with the general evidences of 
his piety, if he should refuse to practice family 
prayer. 

But such a man iQight say to the minister and 
to the church, Show me one command in the Bible 
to observe family prayer, and I will do it. 

We should search the Bible in vain for a specific 
mention of family prayer. Ministers, who would 
preach upon this subject, can never find a text that 
comes nearer to it than this : ' And David returned 
to bless his household.' A caviller could easily sug- 
gest a want of connection between the text and the 
duty derived from it. 

But it may be said. The duty of family prayer is 
very plain from the apostolic injunction, *I will 
that men pray everywhere,' and the family is 
included by the term 'everywhere.' We might 
accede to this remark, and add. The Saviour's last 
command, ' Go teach all nations, baptizing them,' 
warrants the Baptism of Infants, who are included 
by the expression, ' all nations.' 

It will be seen, from what has been said, that the 
duty of family prayer, so important and proper, and 
a prerequisite, under ordinary circumstances, in the 
way of evidence of a right state of feeling, to ^- 
mission to the church, is, after all, only a matter of 
inference from the nature and fitness of things. 
On the principle of rejecting Infant Baptism %r 
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want of a specific mention of infants as subjects of 
Baptism, vre could not admonish, nor even blame 
a man, who should reject family prayer, saying. 
The Bible contains no command to pray in the 
family! 

We see, then, that a duty may, in some cases, be 
a matter of inference, and that the absence of a 
specific mention of a thing, which may be included 
in a general direction or principle^ is no argument 
i^ainst th?it which is not thus specified. The New 
Testament contains several striking instances of this 
principle. 

There were no females present when the Lord's 
Supper was first instituted, and we find no con^ 
mand to admit them to this ordinance. Yet, the 
nature of the Lord's Supper is such, that we infer 
their right to it ; and in this case, inference is as 
good authority as a positive command. 

We nowhere find a command to observe the first 
day of the week instead of the seventh, as the 
Christian Sabbath. It is a matter of inference, fi-om 
the repeated mention of the assembling of the 
apostles on that day, that it was the intention of 
Christ that the first, instead of the seventh day, 
should be observed in the Christian church as thd 
Sabbath. When the Christian Sabbath took the 
place of the Jewish, some, without doubt, com- 
plained. We have no express precept for this change, 
9lld will therefore observe the seventh day, as 
12 
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before, instead of the j&rst. And so we read that 
they did. But the apostles, while they were kind 
and gentle towards those who required positive pre- 
cepts, were themselves able to discern the propriety 
of the proposed change, and to conform to it, though, 
as far as we can learn from their writings, it was 
wholly a matter of inference with them, and hot of 
precept. The day of the Saviour's resurrection 
took precedence in their feelings of that day, which 
had before been observed as holy time, through 
which, however, the tomb retained their Lord and 
Master. They perceived, in this, his intention of 
miiting the influence of the Sabbath with his cause, 
by making the day of his resurrection the Sabbath 
day. They readily fell in with so wise and suita- 
ble an expedient; but it must be observed that 
they record no command of Christ upon the subject ; 
and our authority for hallowing the first day of the 
week is only example and tradition. Yet, what 
Christian mind does not feel the propriety of making 
that the Sabbath, on which the Lord of life and 
glory confirmed our faith by his resurrection ? 
The mere mention of the assembling of the apostles 
on the first day of the week, is, however, as good 
authority for our observance of the Lord's day, as 
the mention of the Baptism of households is for the 
practice of Infant Baptism. 

Female communion, the observance of the Lord's 
day as the Sabbath, and Infant Baptism are, to our 
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apprehension, equally and most plainly inferible 
from the nature of things. The very absence of a 
specific command upon these points is fitted to 
heighten our respect for Christianity, as a system 
that can trust its followers to exercise their own 
sense of propriety, if guarded by the Christian 
spirit, and in so doing, purposely exemplifies its 
variance from that dispensation in which every- 
thing was marked oflf to the apprehension of the 
people by the square and compass of a particular 
precept. 

The Baptism of infants is, to our minds, plainly 
deducible from the nature of Baptism, and from the 
suitableness of the thing itself We regard Baptism 
as a sign of separation to the Christian faith. While 
those who believe, are, of course, entitled to it, we 
think that a pipus parent who is resolved to bring 
up his child on the principles of the Christian reli- 
gion practically enforced, may present it for the seal 
of Baptism. 

From the full testimony in the History of the 
Church, that the Baptism of infants was practised 
by the apostles and early Christians, I select the 
following, from Wall's History of Infant Baptism. 

Augustine, a celebrated father of the early 
church, wrote within 280 years of the apostles. 
In Milner's Church History, he is called the great 
luminary of his age. I mention this, not to get any 
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authority from his name for the practice of Infant 
Baptism, but only to show his competency as a 
witness. He says, " The whole Church of Christ 
has constantly held that infants were baptized J^ 
^^ Infant Baptism the whole Church practises; 
it wcuf not instituted by Councils, but was ever 
in use." 

A learned scholar and a minister, who valued his 
reputation, would not hazard it by such bold and 
unequivocal assertions, unless he knew certainly 
whereof he afltoned: — especially when history 
and tradition were accessible to any who chose to 
contradict him, and the short period between his 
day and_the apostolic age made it easy to ascertain 
the truth. 

One himdred and fifty years, only, after the 
apostles, ^ Council of 66 Bishops was held at Car- 
thage. A letter was received from another Bishop, 
requesting the opinion of the Council on two 
subjects, one of which was, Whether an infant 
might be baptized before it was eight days old ? 
The following is an extract fix»m the answer of the 
Council : 

' Cyprian, and the rest of the Bishops who were 
present in Council, 66 in number, to Finns our 
brother. Greeting: — Whereas you judge that 
infants must not be baptized within two or three 
days after they are born, but the rule in circum- 
cision must be observed, and no one should be 
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baptized and sanctified before the eighth day, the 
whole Council is of a different opinion.' 

This proves that Infant Baptism was practised 
at least one hundred and fifty years after the 
apostles, and if the practice were of human origin, 
it is not credible that, in that Council of devoted 
men who, as Milner says, had stood the fiery trial 
of some of the severest persecutions ever known, 
there was not a question raised as to the propriety 
of this practice, but a unanimous vote that a child 
might, in their opinion, be baptized as soon as the 
parents pleased. 

Pelagius and others, who lived within 300 years 
after the apostles, denied the doctrine of original 
sin. A great controversy ensued. Augustine, the 
champion of Orthodoxy at that day, demanded why 
infants were baptized, if they had no sin ? With 
Augustine's views of the object of Baptism, we are 
not concerned. Our point is the historical fact. 

This question was continually pressed upon 
Pelagius and his associates, as an unanswerable 
argument. Now, if there had been a possibility of 
doubt as to the proper authority for Infant Baptism, 
these acute and learned heretics would have made 
use of it. The force of Augustine's main argmnent 
could have been broken, by proving, had it been 
possible, that Infant Baptism was improper. This 
was not attempted, but efforts were made to show 
the propriety of baptizing infents, even if they had 
12* 
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nd sit!. So far from questioning the propriety of 
Infiuit Baptism, Pelagius said : * / never heard of 
any, ruU even the most impious heretic^ who denied 
Baptism to infants. Men slander me, as if I 
denied Baptism to infants. Baptism oughi to be 
administered to infants mth the same sacramental 
words which are used in the case of adult persons J 

Origen was bom within 85 years after the apostles. 
His grandfather or great grandfather could have 
been cotemporary with the apostles. Eusebius, 
the historian says^ that his grandfather and great 
grandfather were both Christians. Origen must ' 
have known the opinion and practice of the apostles 
ill the matter of Infant Baptism. He had also 
travelled extensively, and was acquainted with the 
customs of the whole Christian church. 

In commenting upon a chajiter in Leviticus, he 
says, According to the usage of the church. Bap- 
tism is given even to Infants. In his commentary 
on Romans, he says. For this cause it was that the 
church received an orderfrom the apostles to give 
Baptism even to infants. 

We have lately seen it stated that ' Infant Bap- 
tism was instituted in the year 1311, by the 
authority of the Pope ; and in a Council composed 
of Episcopalians, Independents and Presbjrterians, 
assembled in the Chapel of IQng Henry VII., in the 
year 1643.' It would aj^ar from this, that the 
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practice had two or three births^ probably, because 
one would not be considered sufficiently spurious. 
— The quotations made above from the early fa- 
thers have never been, and cannjDt be, refuted* 

We Would not practise Infant Baptism any sooner 
because Origen, and Cyprian, and Justin Martyr, did 
it. If Church History had been silent as to their 
opinion and conduct, we slwuld still have the 
same grounds in Scripture and reason for the jarac- 
tice as at present. But when, in addition to these 
reasons, we find that able and pious ministers of 
Christ, who succeeded the apostles, and lived near 
their times, declare, ^ Infant Baptism, the whole 
CHURCH practises : It was not ordained by 
Councils, but was ever in use: The church 
have received an order from the apostles to 
GIVE Baptism even to infants,' could any form 
of words make us more certain that the practice of 
Infant Baptism is accordant with the will of Christ ? 

But why, then, do Christians differ as to the 
propriety of Infant Baptism ? 

For this reason, chiefly: Some adopt the 
principle that a specific mention of children, in 
Scripture, as proper subjects of Baptism, is neces- 
sary to warrant the practice ; and this, they say, 
they do not find. 

Others say. That a specific mention of children 
is no more necessary to extend Baptism to the 
infants of believers, than a similar specification is 
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necessary to admit females to the Lord's Slipper, to 
have two services on the Sabbath, to require chil- 
dren to be present at family prayer. They say 
that, in their view, the intention, of Baptisan, and 
the nature of the case, aflfords sufficient ground for 
Infant Baptism. 

Here, men diflfer ; and between these two princi- 
ples, which are the grounds of the rejection or 
observance of the practice, the reader will be left, 
in view of all that has been said, to take his 
choice. 
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Relation or bjlptized chtldreit to the church. ' Dif- 
ference in the constitution and grounds of membership, in the 
Jewish and Christian church. Illustration of the use of Baptism, 
and its intention. Objection to Infant Baptism, that unbaptized 
children are frequently converted. 

Ikfjlusmce of a right observance or this practice in 
THE conversion OF THE WORLD. Pious parental influence 
the great 1 means of strengthening and increasing the church. 
The r amilt, considered as a means of spiritual good. Appeal 
to parents. Conclusion. Future scenes in parental 

AND riLIAL relations. 

It is a frequent question, What relation do bap- 
tized children hold to the church ? 

This question arises from the fact that when the 
ancient Jewish nation was the church of God, 
children were ntembers of the church. But the 
constitution of the Christian church is different 
jfrom that of the Jewish ; tve are not members of 
the visible Christian church by birth or lineage ; 
but in every nation, he that serveth God is entitled 
to membership. Hence, while we believe that the 
children of beUevers now have a pecuUar relation 
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to God, like the children of his ancient covenant 
people, their relation to the church is different 
from that held by the latter, because of the differ- 
ence in the constitution of the two churches. The 
only respect — ^but it is the important one — in which 
children of believers now resemble the children of 
the ancient covenant people, is in the feelings with 
which God regards them for the parents' sake. But 
as church membership is not now a national right, 
children are in no respect members of the Christian 
church. At the same time, the reason why God 
formerly admitted them into the church, and into 
the covenant made with their parents, extends, we 
think, to the children of believers throughout the 
world ; and this reason is. His regard for his people. 
* Because He loved the fathers, therefore He chose 
their seed.' 

Another view of this point is of importance. 
No one can doubt that an object of Jehovah, in his 
directions and arrangements concerning the children 
of his ancient people, was, to secure the succession 
of a pious race. For this purpose, the children of 
his own people, rather than of the world in general, 
were calculated upon to perpetuate religion in the 
earth. This was a natural and obvious arrangement. 
Is it not equally natural and proper now to expect 
that religion will be perpetuated in the same way, 
and are we not to look to the offspring of Christians 
for the transmission of a reUgious influence in the 
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world ? Is the family a nursery for all the depart- 
ments of active life, of civil and patriotic service, 
and shall it not secure the perpetuity of the true 
faith ? 

For this purpose, we believe, children were 
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devotion or separation of him who received it to 
the Christian faith. 

While the reformer would wish that every one 
who should receive the sign, would believe with 
all his heart, and would refuse to give it, if he 
suspected hypocrisy, he would nevertheless regard 
it more as a sign or seal of discipleship, than as a 
discriminating index of the state of the heart. 

So, while the apostles required of every believing 
adult, a profession of his faith in Christianity, and 
of course sought for evidences of his sincerity, they 
felt, without doubt, in placing the sign of Chris- 
tianity upon him, that they were signifying his 
separation to the Christian religion as a system, rather 
than the certainty of his spiritual regeneration. We 
know not how else to understand Paul's feelings, 
when he says, ' I thank God, I baptized none of 
you but Crispus and Gains. For Christ sent me 
not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel.' 

Such being the great object of Baptism, how 
perfectly natural for the apostles to secure an influ- 
ence for Christianity in the earth, by taking, as it 
were, a vow of every believing parent for the 
consecration of his children to the Christian faith. 
How natural for the parent to say. Let the sacred 
sign, whose impression marks upon my heart my 
own consecration to the Christian religion, be faid 
upon my child, I engaging thereby to bring him 
up for Christ, and to instruct him hereafter that I 
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have separated him, by the use of the Christian 
seal, to the belief and practice of Christianity. 
What a powerful means would this be of securing 
for Christianity a hold upon the rising generation ! 
The rite of Baptism administered to the child, 
would make the parents feel that their child was 
consecrated by an act of religious devotion; and 
we all know the power of an appropriate solemnity 
upon the mind. Such a means of propagating the 
Christian faith we do not believe the apostles over- 
looked. We believe that their commission included 
it. We have seen from the first of testimony, that 
' the early church received an order from the apos- 
tles to give Baptism unto children.' 

With the same understanding of the original 
intention of Baptism, we give the ordinance to 
children. It will be seen that the object is not to 
mark children as members, in any sense, of the 
the church of Christ, but to impress upon the 
parents and, through them, afterwards, upon their 
children, the feeling that there is a special relation 
between those children of the covenant and God, 
and a special obligation upon them to believe, 
practise, and maintain the Christian religion. 

Were there nothing in Infant Baptism but the 

pleasure of presenting a child in public, or if it 

were only a distinctive ordinance of a denomination 

of Christians, this book would not have been 

13 
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written. It is because the writer feels, in common 
with ministerial brethren, that the practice properly 
performed and carried out will do much for the 
conversion of the world, that these pages are pre- 
sented to Christian parents. 

But it may be said, * The children of Baptist 
parents frequently become pious, as well as children 
who have been baptized.' 

The proportion of baptized children who are 
converted, is more striking as a testimony in fa- 
vour of Infant Baptism, than the conversion of 
some who are not baptized, is, as an argument 
against it. God will perpetuate his churches, we 
have reason to hope, mostly by the children of 
the pious ; now, does or does not the practice of 
Infant Baptism tend to secure this end ? 

' What profit is there in Infant Baptism ? ' ' Much 
every way,' as I have endeavoured to show in the 
first part of this book, and chiefly, because that 
unto the children who receive Baptism, is commit- 
ted an oracle of God. It speaks to their parents 
and bids them be faithful ; it speaks through the 
parents to the children, reminding them of their 
early consecration ; it speaks directly to the chil- 
dren in after life, and, by the power which a solemn 
act of dedication has upon the mind, it claims them 
as the Lord's. I refer to the testimony of Matthew 
Hemy, already quoted, upon this point, and to the 
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memoirs of those who were faithfully taught the 
meaning and obhgations of their Baptism.* 

If the children who are not baptized, are not 
converted in such numbers as those that are, the 
fact will seem to leave an impression in favour of 
Infant Baptism. But if the children of Baptist 
parents are frequently converted, it is wrong 
to make the covenant goodness of God a reason 
for omitting a duty. We have no strict ritual, 
in Christianity, in which a ceremonial omission is 
immediately and obviously punished. 

If any parents rejoice over pious children who 
were not baptized in infancy, we are persuaded that 
they might have more joy by observing this 
practice, — if they carried out its meaning and 
intention into faithful and holy conduct. Let it 
not be understood that there is any merit in baptiz- 
ing a child, or in being baptized ; think not to say, 
in a presuming spirit. We, or our children, are the 
children of the covenant ; this, alone, will aggravate 
our condemnation ; but faithfully prized and im- 
proved, it will be as much a means of propagating 
the gospel in the earth, as God intended that his 
covenant with the Jews and their seed should be of 
perpetuating true religion in the world. 

Suppose that parents had suitable feelings at the 
time of their children's Baptism, and afterward, and 

« See « Records of a Good Man's Dfe." 
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that in their subsequent treatment of them, they 
should act upon the principles which have now 
been recommended ; that they should continually 
refer to the Baptism of their children in their 
prayers, beseeching God now to fulfil his covenant, 
and taking hold of that covenant to sustain them 
in importunate prayer; that they should regard 
their children as those to whom thQ cause of God 
in the earth looks for support in the coming gene^ 
ration; that they should frequently remind their 
children that they have been consecrated to God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; that God is 
therefore willing and waiting to be gracious to 
them ; that they are sinning against infinite good- 
ness, and losing great blessings by neglecting to 
choose God for their Portion, — and thus, by using 
their Baptism, with explanations of its intention 
and meaning, fix their thoughts definitely upon 
God, His feelings towards them, and their obliga- 
tions to Him : — Would not the parents be greatly 
assisted in the religious education, and in the 
conversion, of their children, and might we not 
hope that God would fulfil that promise, I will pour 
out my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring ? This promise will be ful- 
filled, for it is founded on a natural principle — The 
influence of the parental relation in perpetuating right 
principles, when that influence is sanctified. God 
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will use this principle, as in ancient times, to main- 
tain his cause in the earth. We must always bear 
this in mind, amongst our devices for spreading the 
truth. Such attention must be paid to the religious 
education of the yoimg, and such labour be 
bestowed for their conversion, as will be requisite, if 
the proportion of the friends of God in the earth is 
to increase, and if a large part of every life is not 
to be spent in sin and the perversion and waste of 
physical and mental strength. 

When churches are composed chiefly of those 
who were sanctified early, and have been trained up 
for the service of religion, and are made to feel the 
nature and meaning of their Baptism, we may 
expect that the moral strength of the church will 
be increased tenfold. Rapid advances will then 
be made in extending the kingdom of Christ. The 
early sanctification of the youthful mind will 
prevent many of the dissensions in churches that 
grow out of old natural habits and prejudices in 
those who were too stiff to be pliable when they 
were converted. Then it shall be said to the 
Saviour, Thou hast the dew oi* thy youth! 
Satan has it now ; and by the long detention of 
souls in his service before they begin to serve 
Christ, a great proportion of zeal and energy is lost, 
or rather, is used against Christ. We must labour 
more for the early sanctification of children if we 
would see the church gain upon the world. To 
♦13 
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this end, the Sabbath school is a useful means ; the 
preaching of the gospel familiarly to children is prof- 
itable j right instruction from teachers in common 
schools is involujible ; but nothing is to b^ compared 
Xo parental influence. 

It is in the family, that God will chiefly own and 
bless means for the conversion of children. The 
fa/ndly is an ordinance of God, wisely and beauti- 
fully fitted to prepare minds to serve and gUrify 
God in his kingdom here, and forever. Its 
incessant, gentle, noiseless influence is like, that 
imseen and silent power of vegetation that thjows 
up plantB and flowers, herbs and trees, to crown the 
earth's surface. So, when the family influence of 
the church is what it should be, Truth shall spring 
out (tf the eartli, Righteousness shall look dovm 
from Heaven. 

Could we leam the great truth that tlie kingdom 
of God cometh not with obeenmtion, couid we und«rr 
stand the parable of the leaven, could we see that 
God intends that the advancement of His spiritual 
kingdom shall be emblematized by His kingdom oi 
natuie, whose influences, like His own Omniscience 
and Omnipresence, are as ttill and secret as they 
are great, could we get instruction from the fact 
that the perfection of machinery is evinced by its 
noiseless movement, we should set more value upon 
such influences as thpse of a Christian fiunily, and 
less upon combinations and showy methods of 
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doing good. Every father and mother might then, 
by influencing their children aright, do more to 
promote the reign of Heaven than we can describe. 
We must remember that public meetings and the 
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Then, by the blessing of God, we shall see a 
generation prepared for the scenes of the latter day. 
Perh£^ the parents of this generation are to educate 
the aetors in those scenes! A holy and blessed 
work is before us. Christianity is to be spread 
throughout the eartlK All natioius are to be bap- 
tized in the name of th» Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. Let us bring our children to the House 
of God, and by the sign of separation to the Christian 
faith, lay upon them the bonds of the covenant, 
and upon ourselves the obligation to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. 

Does a Christian parent need anything to make 
him faithful in discharging his whole duty to his 
child ? Then consider that eternity is before you, 
and that, amongst the thoughts which will be most 
present to your mind in the revolution of eternal 
years, no one will probably come to you with such 
power as this, I am the parent or an immobtal 
SOUL ! Where is that soul ! See it, in company 
with angelic choirs ! Hear it ; it has washed its 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, and the song of Heaven is on its tongue. 
Around it, are some who bless it as the instrument 
in their salvation. It is an honour to be the parent 
of a glorified spirit ! 

See.two parents ascending 'the heavenly plains,' 
with a whole family <rf redeemed children! God 
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only can measure the joy and transport of their 
hearts. 

Another spirit appears from amongst the ranks of 
Heaven, with a calm, submissive look. Its children 
are not amongst the spirits of the just ; its children 
think of it, in their abode, on which the light of the 
celestial city gleams afar, and its surging music 
rolls and dies ; and one of them says to another, 
If our parent had been faithful with us, we might 
not have come unto this place of torment ! 

O God, may we baptize our children in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost I 
Ptecious, inestimable privilege, that seals to them 
thy covenant, helps us in fitting them for Heaven, 
and, with bonds of love, holds them to thy service 
and throne. May we prize this liberty as a means 
of our future joy, in being surrounded at last with 
our offspring in Heaven. May no child of ours 
lie down in sorrow, with the name of his God, 
Saviour, and Sanctifier, inscribed upon him. 
May none of us, who have presented a child at thine 
altar for this inscription, reflect upon our conduct 
here as the cause of the child's perdition, nor, in 
eternal bereavement of those whom we love, feel 
that resignation and submission must chiefly con- 
stitute for us the happiness of Heaven. Let the 
family circle there be full ; and as Jehovah passes 
by, in the special manifestations of His presence, and 
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smiles upon our household in the fullness of their 
joy, may we, in participation of that joy which 
He himself feels at the sight of His own holy and 
happy offspring, cry. Here, Lobd, are we, and 
•the children whom thou hast given us. 
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